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DEAR EDITOR:

I When sou sugaestd tht 1 might be

able 1o gve You & Arst-hand, ids
producton sty on Blusbeerds Bighth
e by working n the pleure a5 an
xirs, thought that you realy had some..
hing. T2 Go,for That matir. Beieve
me, working slongaide Gary Cooper s0d
Cludte Colbert ven s  Jowly ond In-
sgnifcant exiza wes an hovor and =
pletsure 1 Wouldt have. mssed sven
o 3 date it Garbo.

Your requess, at, it glance, looked
ke e of thase “no. zommer sd than
done” aiignments, bt i At ako me
om0 discover tht there was more 1o
it than met the eye, and under the head
of few snd important bsines | am com-
pelled o il your stention (0 8 few
Bnancial s

Financial tem No. 1 ttals up to §25—
a0 amount 1 paid to become  momber of
fhe Scrwen Actors Guld. Tim Mo, 2
{akes i sccoun the sum o $125 which
112 on the line for  paie of Hunches at
the Parumount compmisary. ltem No. 3
= mere $7—was incureed, 1 am sorey to
say, Guring a crap game. nio which 1
s faed by 3 couple of vy prtty snd
extremely nify-fingered. Blonder who
2t anly Worked In th pictare 3 xires,
but orked me 2 wall

‘Now, 1 know my figures (and 1 don't
mean Blondes) these expenses come 15
35925 frcm which we dodust 17 (my pay

APRIL, 1858

Above is one of the scenes
from Bluebeard®s Eighth
Wife in which Gary Cooper
battled with an imported
bath-tub while the director
had his troubles with the
talented author of this tale

By E. J. SMITHSON

foebwo days work in the picturs—whi
it e me holding the bug for
$1825 o pattry sum.

165 100 bad for bth of us that 1 ailed

o wonds o seipt
maney T would have spaken the whole
Scripe. 1 did manage o snecze 3 couple
of Uimes during the morning’s shooting,
butal T ot fo that was  couple of dicty
Tooke from Disetor Ernat Lubisch who
Tikewise wanted to know "who vas dot
vy who sent and spaild da takes?”
Gary "coutd have. w1d i for he was
Standing not three feo from o when |
ent o & “toot?” bt he was 100 nie &
oy t0 ok on he'd even heard me.

I The company was to shoot on a huge
outdoor s il to represent 3 part
of the Prendh Riviers the morning 1

reported for work. 1 srrved around
Seven along wih = score o oher exras
20 the weather was solder dhan an 18
s s than which there 18 nthing
Solder on 3 ceven olock Cabiornia
morning.  Rather than shiver ght out
oy e sors clohes, 1 oined up with
& crow hat was placing refectors, prope,
and lghts in their proper locations—snd
hat i where T rmade my frst misake. 1
't untl Dlrector Luitch was within
Aiicen minutes of shouting “Camera® that
T dlcovered 1 had forsonten 1o put on
make_up, and 1 can thank “Slim” Talbot,
Gary's stand-in and make-up man, for
Feminding me_ 1t was Stim,” Saally, who.
Sicked up my, face with yellow gresse
paint and who “allowed, considering what
e had o work with” that T was s ready
56 T3 over bo whe, the camerss staried
o ral!

B Director Lubitach srrived on the st

= Gight-hiry, and Gary and
Claudete about fve minutes er. Joe
Lo Fer and Bill Faralla, first and sccond
asisant drectors, respectively, wont 10
work on us extras, showing whers, when,
i how . sliif wa . 1o sit—and
hero, when, and how 1o walkif wo ha
o walk, You’ Joo aid pointing Heht
At e,y it a this table with Mz
lice Whathermame —snd. hoth laok 55
though you's enjeying yoursves. When
Al Cllbert siarts walking down the
srnet and ges [Contimsod on page 401
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(Continued from page 251

sbout here (oo marked  place on the
Sidewalk) e up and walk pat her, Don't
Rurry—make 10 sort of promende,see”

We nodded to et him know we saw,
a0 than he went on 1o th othor tables
and explaind what the other xieas were
o do. Tt all sounded very simplo and it
looke like an easy way to make cight
bucks plus a day. © said a» mich to Miss
|| Whatshername snd she Sort of granted
and told me “to shut up: the whiste was

Foing fo Blow Whih it did, a lang,
plrcing shrick, and_belive e, it was
Fihe minute befors thasting, and ol over
theshops, not 3 cresture was Sering.
not even the prope’

Claudette, ciad in 3 white dres, and
looking pretier than cver, takes up & po-
Stion 3¢ the farier snd of e sreet
Under her axm s 3 brown paper peckage
containing the lower half of 3 pajaraa sl
which, But & moment before (in the
Sory), she has purchased In 4 deparl-
et sors and over which she has had
S Vlent argorent with Gy, Tn this
Seane ol she has o do i to ek around
2 tiny.park, pass our ables, and then
Pau for 3 mament o two in fron of an
Cpen-air newsstand_ All 1 have to do,
sccording o very defnte Instructions
from Jos Lo Fer, s to leave my table
when she gous by and walk out of camers
fange

B The whiste lows sgain,a shrill,ear-

spliting blast and Director Lublisch
6115 “Quici, plecse! Turn-emtActiont”
Clautette, 3 Jaunty as you please, comes
ripping lightly past my tae and when
o rosches the ahalk mark 1 arise with
Miss Whaahernam and o faunty as you
plse wo starton our iy foot trek out
S1'he pietuee.

3. Edior, you can argue with me
il my dying day and il 5 o cone
Vines me that Mis Whatshernama Bt
el el O second 1 was eipping alora.
25 Tightly 3 Claudetis snd the next
ccond 1 was tripped—and if you don't
ik therd's 8 wortd of difeence i those
o words, ask Lubitsch! There 1 was,
5ot o my fce 34 & pancake i a skilet,
il roars of Jaughtar rolling over me.
Tike waves on a beach. Not anly my eare,
but my wholebody way red Mist
Whashermame whisperad “han’ in my
car a5 She helpod me o my foet and
Tubitech yelled, “Whost Whaa! Vot tse
7 Vil somebody fll dot dumb guy
how he should valk? Okay. Ve take it
again. Quit, plecss™”

T second “ske® didn't take because
Claudoti faled to keep withi he side-
Jine markers.  The i one miciad an
okey bocause the waiters, hovering about
e ables “acted” declared the director
“as though doy wero Jazy." The Réh tial
o is "0yt Checks however, and i
Honar of the occasion he 1t ons of those
Iong, black”cigars hat he smokes ome.
At the other.

B In the next shot, & somi-clase-up,
Cludette walks sy from the news-
stand, passes the Hotel Duval and crosse

Scusmizorss! Atwavs Instst on i Avverrsen Buaral

a street intersection. Director Lubitch,
Dervous s 5 cat with ten Kitlané, and
Bulling on his cigar lke a feight engine
Soing up 3 meanain grade, valks back
a1 forth, hands clasped tightly bebind.
i back, whil keeping thoso sharp, in-
fense ey of ba on everything thats go-
ing on. “Now," he saya, suddenly, “dise
i mportant, snd ven Miss olbert leaves
de newsstand, you people £0 from heah
o hesh, and rom hesh ‘o heah—ike
s Ho et i€ a1l out. Then he looks
2t me, smils genially an
ipping, please, my el
1'feel Tike an od trouper when he
shouts “Okay! Checksl” on the st take.
65 leven-hirty by now and Tm ot and
bungry snd when Jou Faroalls yells
“One hour for lunchl” I the firt one
in the commissary. Mis Whatshername
2 sacond, She sraddles the stz next
o e and I stuck for the hanch which
was il right except o her sugsestion
that T order & ham" sandwich: She
apologized between the frst and second.
bite saying hat ahed been out the night
before with 2 guy who must have been
drinking. rubbing aleahol fodging from
he way he kept irying t paw her and e
temper was sl ¢ he bojing pant. She
ST migh do bettar during the atter-
oo i 1 knews something about the plot
of Blucbeard's” Eighth Wife. 1 said
“Okay! Chackst" fut ike Lubitch.

W So here fs Miss Whatshername's
birdseyo view of the story:

“The'seventimes marrled Michael
Brandon (Gary Cooper), Amarican
muli-mllonire, finds
heck of 3 fx in a department store on the
French Hivicra (that's whare we've besn
warking, you dope) and it out oaly.
when Niole Do Loiselle (Claudetic
Collert) comes o his rescue, Michasl
i rnd {0 buy only the cost of 8 pafama
Skt bt 3t o dice with the. store
mansgor unti Nicoe barges in and agrees
o buy the trousere. Why? Bocaus the
man she's hoppiag for never wears (0
T why.  Brandon give her the onc
aver and fll Tor he Fight away. At the
e tima he'e al n a dither sbout the
oy’ she's shopoing for—whether o Do
e Rushand, fuher, or sweatie. o dis-
ovars the et day hat e man s none.
Other than Nicolo? papa, 3 aly, improvi-
Gentold rses] (Edward Bvereit Horion)
Who grees io arange & meeting bebween
b daughier and Brandon  Nicale has.
learned about Brandons mareying habits
and Goeart i it Later, howevet, she
Sgrocs o marry him, but oty oo her own
ot Bofore the prescher rmakes thems
ey he £aya, she wants 100000 bucks @
Seat ncome-—and in advancol  Smart
Firl. She goa it But sl Brandon gote is
2 ad of poson pen ltirs. Then e gls
2 Gekective to find out the name of the
weter. Nical, the real author, wis the
el over to Her side of the fonee—sre
Jou Tistening?”

T ssid 1 was snd Miss Whatshername.
weat on afie shoving the lunch chedk
toward e
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“Brandon docides o pull 5 fast one by
senouncing e i 1 Jeave lor Brussls,
hisido being 1o hurry back and surprise
icle bt Nicole ires an ex-pu 1o st
a2 het Tover and o bost p en Brandon
e frst ehanee he gete. Things o hey-
wire.” An od family frend cals and the
g bope him for the full count hink.
g e is Brandon. Nicole holds the oid
family frend in her bedroom and when
bbby fnally sppeas and sees hiw, he

ves .

“Nicoe, ke a ot of other dames who
e Trom husband trouble, s she has
o il She baties but s It he
Which s o feathe i her matruno
Sap'if you s e, Well, to maks & short
Synopel shorte, Branden antars & sana-
{oricm, o got sway from it al, bt Papa.
De Loiele, on o spending spree with
Nioles dough, buys the foin and per-
Sonally seo ot tha the earsnged eouple
et a0 £0 ko & happy, il wel fat
ands well ending.” Now et 2o back on
e set, dope”

I Right here, Mr. Bdor, is where the

crip e came in snd my seven
bucks went out. Mise Whatahernero Jod
5 ovee 10 Bunch of the hoys who were
whocping it up with the galloping domi-
e, busted into the game with two-bits
made seven straight () pasces snd
wdlked ey widh h sock fll of olding
money. s 3 paintal soey, Me. Edtor,
0 T don't care o dwel an i_but e
Hove e, the memory Tingos o

165 Gary's tum to tako o walk when
Director Dubitch yels*Acton! Carmera!
Dromptly at o alock. Gary hae pot on
e elght since 1 so him perlorm i
Merco Polo and looks fine. He taker the

me-fourney that Claudette did In the
morning, bu, snce he's suppased o be
following her, Cubisch urges im o walk
a5 fast 2 "any young man would who
e tying to eateh up it do g he has
it fallen i e v And Gary dose
Just dat, stepping out in hose long
ke o his, eyes straght shesdy  do-
armined look an his lan, fanned face.
Evorything would have beon fust fine and
tndy i had't smessed when he prssed
ma.Gary stopped as (hough shot when |
arted my nasal srenade. 1 cant say o5
much Lo Lubitch who Joraped thec feel
i the air and camo down running toward
me. o was angrie han 8 pockettul of
Rornats for & minute, but he managed &
arin, “Young man,” he vamed mo in 2
ock-serious tone of volce, “dot vas de
mest.expersive sneeza 1 bet you eve
took. Took! Ven you feel another cam
lng, rub do sdo of your nose like dis
Dol iakes de tickle avay. So. Now ve
y i again. Acton! Camera?

Luibitch calld i o day at Lour-thirty

extrs and smid

JWayt Chackal” when 1 id T4 be
around the next moring:

Wel, s all over and done with new,
50 1 e this and T in fl agrecment

it Mise' Whatshername (1 wih Td

gotten her_telephone numbert) who
Frankdy mid et a8 wn actor T4 be o
etter dlich-digger. At hat it vas 2 great
expariance and f you ever come o Holy-
o0d and sre pestred fo death by a gy
whe Koepe aging ovee and over that he
Worked in Biuebeords Fighth Wi with
Gary’ Coopet and Claudete Colbart,
oull kmow s me.

“Okay! Checat”





