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MOVIE OF THE WEEK:
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Capra makes ballplayer a

symhol of the little man

A new life opens for the bush-league ballplayer hired to be “John Doe” and sign his name to a daily
ustice and political corruption. His hobo pal (Walter Brennan) objects.

column of protest against i

rank Capra has an abiding faith in the little man.
He has, conversely, small faith in newspaper pub-
lishers: and in publishers who want to be politicians,

no faith at all. By pitting his little man against a

corrupt politico-publisher and saucing this dish with
humorand sentimentality, Capra has evolved a mov-

ie recipe that makes him the only U. 8. director with
the box-office pull of a star.

As in Mr. Deeds Goes To Town and Mr. Smith
To Washington, the little man of Meet John Doe

is a rangy, G-}

ft. protestant against the ills of society.
In a role hand-tailored for Gary Cooper, he starts as

With an imaginary ball, John Doe pitches a practice game amid the un
luxury of his new surroundings. He hopes to get enough money to have his arm fixed.

a bush-league pitcher whose “gla arm has made
him a hobo, becomes in time the symbol of little men
throughout the land. Though in his clash with fas-
cist-minded Mr. Big he comes off second best, there
is a hint that the little man has just begun to fight.

To tell this patently symbolic story released by
Warner Brothers, Director Capra and Scenarist Rob-
ert Riskin sank all their own money in an independ-
ent producing company and borrowed more to pay
$2,000,000 in costs. If they
they seem lik

come out in the black,
to, they may film for Paramount

or Whom The Bell Tolls.

a;

Ernest Hemingway’s novel

ustomed
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Meet John Doe” (continued)

slumns, becomes a free- in with his crusty old hobo pal, “the Colonel,” John Doe escapes from
ting studio. For a few days, with the whole nat
. he rides the freights and tramps caref bss the countrys

or publicity . Ba E vyck, who haswritten both the column and radio speech, ob- g alism of the I

cts in vain. Unknown to John Doe, the speech creates a ion, makes him national h 2 v searching for hi
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He is mobbed by fans when he s finally recognized in a small town. ! High-powered salesmanship is put behind the John Doe club movement by the publisher of
has become the symbol for all little men like him, and around the Golden Rule philosophy of his ward Arnold ). John Doe is sent on a national speaking tour which ends with
broadeast has sprung up a chain of John Doe clubs. He meets one club and is deeply moved e S of Time, love between him and the girl, jonal John Doe conventi

Rage and disillusionment come to the ex-ballplayer when he discovers that the publisher is a In a pouring rain John Doe confronts thousands of admirers at ball park. But the unscru
home-grown fascist who plans to hoist himself into the White Hous the John Doe clubs.  lous publisher moves faster. He sends ou of newspaper boys with extras proclaim
The ballplayer tells the publisher off, socks a henchman and escapes to the big et . John Doe a fake. When John attempts to answer, the loudspeaker wires are cut by hoodlus
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A bedraggled target for news

rk echoing to catcall;
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Midnight on Christmas Eve finds John Doe high in the tower of the City Hall. But
the publisher, remembering tl John Doe protest letter threatened

suicide from the City Hall tower at midnight on Christmas eve, is here to stop him.





