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’GARY COOPER Comes
=] OUT OF
the WES'T

YOUNG LOCHINVAR who came
out of the west had nothing on Gary,
who blazed his way through Western
thrillers into such notable pictures as
“The Legion of the Condemned” and
“Doomsday.”

By RALPH PARKER

YOU think you have Gary Cooper all figured out

And suddenly you discover that you were wrong.

He rambles on in that easy, western voice of

his, expressing the standardized thoughts shared by

99 per cent of mankind. And suddenly you are aware

that he is voicing a startling paradox. Or smashing
one of ‘public opinion’s idols.

You notice that he rolls his own cigarettes, using
the old reliable Bull Durham. Incidentally, he does it
so well that each of the quick moves seems instinctive;
So this is the keynote! He is just a real guy who
likes simple things. But as he rolls the cig, he re-
marks that he is impatiently awaiting the day that
he can trade in the splendiferous car
he already owns on something in the
Rolls Royce class.

He wears plain-looking shoes, for
comfort. And sports an oversize ring
of the sort you would expect to see
worn by a Chinese gentleman with
an oriental flare for the bizarre.

In short, young Cooper
is a mighty interesting
personality.

HE IS tall, six feet two,
and rangily western.
His blue eyes are friendly,
with a glint somewhere in their background of hard-
ness. If he had naught but a certain appealing, hurt
sadness, he would still be the flapper’s dream. But

e he has more. He has a chin curiously indented by
Two-gun Gary of the Westerns in a fadeout popular in the pie; ‘nature to comfortably receive the chin of the woman
tures out where men are men and horses are still used fof he is kissing.

; transportation. . When he sits down for a chat, he is as likely as not
to-put one- foot up against the wall and swing the other leg carele§§ly across the chair arm. Sometimes he sits
an stands in positions that would cause any other man to look ludicrously awkward. But he has a natural,
animal grace that makes it quite impossible for him to be awkward.

Asked to talk about himself, he repeated the set, publicity formula information in a bored tone of voice. He
wanted to get that part over with, so that we might discuss other things.
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Flash, the wonder horse, Gary Cooper’s partner
in the good old days of the Westerns.

Gary’s father began ranching out in
Montana in 1884. His uncle was one of
the Northern Pacific’s first engineers.

“Dad and mother were born in Eng-
land,” Cooper began. “They met here
in America, on a ranch in Montana. Dad
bought the ranch in 1908.”

NCIDENTALLY, Gary is now putting
into that ranch all the dollars he can

save. The old place is building up, thanks
to Hollywood cash. Gary is such a senti-
mental cuss that I believe he is doing it
as much because the ranch is where his
parents met as because it is good busi-
ness.

Taken to England when he was a year
old, Gary’s boyhood was spent in both
countries. Alternating between English
schools, with their laws of etiquette and
their class lines, and Montana schools,
with their rowdyism, Gary early learned
to be adaptable.

“Every time I came back to the ranch
country, I was looked upon as’'an Eng-
lish freak,” said Cooper. “And when I
arrived in England it was always a few
weeks before the children stopped being
half-afraid that I would suddenly lasso
them cowboy fashion or scalp them a-la-
Indian,”

But it was the ranches Gary loved most
of all. When he was still in his early
teens, he could ride as recklessly as his

The new Gary Cooper, one
of the handsome young bache-
lors of Hollywood.

elders. He became western not only
in cowmanship but in attitude toward
life. He never guessed, as he rode
the plains at night and, looking up at
the star-jewelled sky, dreamed about
the world he was to conquer, that
some day he would be a star in a
celluloid firmament. But such was
his destiny,

In 1918, Gary’s brother went to war.
Gary left school in order to manage
the family ranch. It was not an easy
task for a 17-year-old boy, but Gary
handléd it very well.

HE war ended, Gary

studied drawing at Boz-
man, then attended Grinnell
college in Iowa.

“I decided that in apply-
ing my talent for drawing I could
best earn a living,” said Gary. “So I
came to Los Angeles and began look-
ing for a job with some advertising
agency, as an illustrator.

YT couldn’t land a job with any of
the newspaper or magazine agencies.
I applied to a company selling space
on theatre curtains, thinking that I
could paint those ads. They turned
me down as an artist, but offered me
a place as a salesman.

“I set out with a lot of determina-
tion, and was able to sell quite a lot
of space. I did well until I was trans-
ferred to the Long Beach territory.
(Continued on page 110)
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SHE REDUCED

W;lat a Relief!

Virginia Grant is a social
fayorite now. But when she
e overweight, she was not

ular, because her figure

s clumsy, ungainly, and
her clothes did not fit.

She tried to reduce, through
diet and otherwise, but was
unsuccessful. Then she used
Korein, and quickly lost her
superfluous flesh, as proved
by her phomgraph.

Men and women of all ages
and weights have used
Korein. - They report reductions from 10 to 70
pounds, easily, safely, genuinely.

Korein is fully guaranteed and absolutely harm-
less. Simple, safe, reliable. Buy it at your drug
store today, or a testing sample will be sent
FREE to anyone wishing to improve health

through reducing weight happily. Over-
come dangerous obesity, and become slender and
younger looking. Fill out coupon, or write to

KOREIN CO.,{D-450, Sta. 0, Box 73, New York
Please send me Free Test of KOREIN.
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Gary Cooper Comes Out of the
West

(Continued from page 37)

There I could not sell any space at all.

“When I had left Montana for Los
Angeles, everybody had assumed that I
was going into pictures, and kidded me
about it. But I laughed at the idea. Now
I began to think about it seriously.

“I began going the rounds as an
extra. My first experience was as part
of the atmosphere in The Lucky Horse-
shoe, a Fox production starring Tom
Mix.

“For almost a year, I went through
the tough experience of being an extra.
Lived on very little money. Hammered
on the gates of fortune until my hands
were sore—or, to be literal about it,
begged for chances until my tongue

ached. A thousand times, I was tempted
to give up. But I kept on. I don’t
know why. _Maybe because, having

once decided that I was going to suc-
ceed in pictures, I simply refused to give
up.

“THEN I began to get occasional
‘bits’ in pictures. I was co-starred
in a picture with a dog. I had to go
through seven fights in two reels. Count-
ing all the rehearsals, I fought so many
times that I was almost ready for the
ring when that picture was finished.
There was a telephone call from the
Paramount-Famous-Lasky Corporation.

“The message was for me to call on
B. P. Schulberg,” explained Gary. “Mr.
Schulberg is associate producer, in ex-
ecutive charge of the studio. I hurried
to the studio, walked proudly past the
casting office, where I had spent many
fruitless days seeking work as an extra.

“TI would have been nervous enough,
for it was an important moment for me,
if Mr. Schulberg had been alone. In his
office was every department head of the
studio! While I stood by the door a
moment, a bit embarrassed, Mr. Schul-
berg turned toward the executives. All
he said was, ‘Well, gentlemen?’

“He seemed satisfied with what he
saw in their eyes—I was too excited to
be closely observant—and asked me to
wait outside. Evidently they answered
Mr. Schulberg’s two-word question fav-
orably, for half an hour later I was called
into the office and offered a long-term
contract.

He was starred in two westerns,
Arizona Bound and Nevada. This led to
his being given the title role in Beau
Sabreur, and a lead in Doomsday.

NOVV that I have told you a little
about the sort of man Gary Cooper
is, and something concerning what he
has done, let me reveal a few sidelights
on his opinions.

The other day, I asked him to tell me
his conception of an ideal girl.

“My ideal girl wouldn’t be terribly
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young,” he said; in that philosophically
indifferent voice of his. “And I would
not by any means insist that she be in-
nocently inexperienced. A certain
amount of sad experience, of hurt and
disappointment even, are necessary to
give a woman the sympathy and under-
standing I seek.

“The girl’s weight, or the color of
her eyes, would not matter in the slight-
est. Such things are unimportant in
comparison with that which I call, for
lack of a better term, the right emotional
attitude toward life.

“She wouldn’t be a flapper. I'm
afraid I don’t think much of the wild-
party, gum-chewing, indiscriminate type
of flapper.” He stopped and rolled a
cigarette, wrinkling his forehead a bit
as he pondered a phase of this flapper
question that had just occurred to him.
He expressed it: “But maybe, after
all, the flappers who seem to be wildest
are the very girls who grow up to be
exactly the type of women I admire.”

ARY COOPER’S ambitions are the

old ones, the sound ones that have
motivated men for a few thousand years
at least. He confessed them frankly. It
was a pleasing relief after having
listened to any number of stars offer
unreal ambitions that they thought
would sound well in print.

“lI want fame and money,” Cooper
said simply. “And I want them badly
enough to put into the effort everything
I have.”

I asked Gary Cooper what sort of
characterization he was most anxious to
play.

“A tough guy!” he answered instant-
ly. “I would like to play a man who
had gone straight to hell and didn’t care
a damn how long he stayed there. A
reckless, swearing, fighting son-of-a-
gun.”

Cooper could play such a part most
effectively. Not only because he is a
good actor, but because there is much
of hardness in the man’s soul. But
motion picture executives are inclined
to see only the rather shy smile and the
photographic dreaminess in his eyes.
They do not have the time to find the
steel that is Gary Cooper. He is likely
to play the romantic, nice hero for a
long time.

The fame and the money Cooper
wants are coming his way. He studies
drama and motion pictures, so that he
may have more fame and more money.
But he will never be a very happy man.
There is in him a sensitiveness, almost
a forlorn loneliness, that keeps his spirits
down on earth.

And he has the quality of wondering
over much. Men who wonder are never
lightly happy: there are too many ques-
tions that cannot be answered.




