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Never before has a writer so completely captured the
character and personality of Gary Cooper . . .

By Hendon Holmes

T is one of life’s little jokes that the man who hest
typifies the average American on the screen should be
regarded by the public as remote, aloof, mystic, and unsocial
—one who happens to make movies for a living but would
just as soon forget it once he gets home nights. This con-
ception of Gary Cooper would be sort of terrific if it were only
right. Actually Cooper is a warm, friendly, and good-humored
hombre, a little shy, to be sure, but as plain as a pair of
dungarees, unpretentious as oatmeal, and as simple as his name
~ which, to all his friends, is Coop. Back of the Cooper
myth, in all probability, is Coop’s rejection of Hollywood
as a way of life, meaning life in the goldfish bowl. Since
display, ostentation, and tumultous gadding about don’t
interest him, he has scrupulously avoided them which, in

€y CGooper looks like 3 biy shot nroducer he turn, have given rise to the legend that Coop is remote.

which is exactly right. Coop is starring in Interna- Because small talk bores him (Continued on page 69)
tional’s “Along Came Jones”with Loretta Young.

Gary Cooper, away from the kleigs, is cam- Cooper in the kind of clothes in which he feels most
era shy, as Art’s candid so candidly reveals. at home. He’s a guy from the wide open spaces and
Cooper is witty, warm-hearted and clever. a good friend of all animals—horses and such.
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COWEOY COOPER
(Continued from page 18)

and because he is primarily a listen-
er, he has been pegged, in some
quarters, as aloof. Because his ob-
servations are inclined to be pithy
and occasionally ironic, scatter-
brained writers have hurried to con-
clude that he is a mystic. Because he
is a man who is genuinely fond of
home-life minus the Hollywood em-
phasis on dinners and parties, he
has been painted by some colum-
nists as unsocial.

It’s true that he is not exactly

crazy about picture-making. There |
are things, such as hunting, that in- |

terest him far more. He regards pic-
ture-making as a job for which, to
his eternal astonishment, he seems
to be suited. The awe and the defer-
ence that go with the job he has
never sought nor, in his opinion,
ever deserved. “Hollywood person-
alities,” he tells you with that amaz-
ing Cooper candor bolstered by the
infectious Cooper grin, “are partly
applesauce. We deceive the public
and get paid for it. I get paid pretty
well, so I deceive the public good.”

What brought Montana-born
(Helena), college-educated (Gri-
nell), and ex-cowboy Gary Cooper
to Hollywood was a burning ambi-
tion to become a commercial artist.
His invasion was repulsed. When he
ran out of money, he tried selling
electric signs. When he got fired for
inactivity, to keep from starving, he
became a cowboy extra.

«] started in pictures riding a
horse at $10 a day, $15 a day when
we got shot by Indians and fell off
the horse,” he says with a kind of
sheepish grin. 5

He’d extra-ed around for a year
when Sam Goldwyn glimpsed him
in a bit part in a western and gave
him the second male lead at $75 a
week (with Ronald Colman and
Vilma Banky) in “The Winning of
Barbara Worth.” He was so good in
_the picture that Sam upped him to
“Wings.” All he did was to look
into a tent, stand there for a second,
smile meaningfully, wave a casual
good-bye to pals Richard Arlen and
Buddy Rogers, climb into his plane,
and go to his death—in action. So
terrific was the public’s reaction to

Coop’s unforgettable bit that Para-.

mount put him under a long-term
contract.

So rampant is the myth of Coop
the remote and Coop the aloof that
it has obscured his early years in
pictures, years crammed with ro-
mance, travel, and adventure. As a
result of “Wings,” he became fa-
mous overnight, had his salary raised
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He lingered in Hcllywood a year,
took off for Africa and a round of
big-game safaris. He returned fully
expecting to be fired, or, if he stayed
on, to be given a reprieve from the
top-hat-and-tail-coat parts that he -
had fallen into. He wasn’t fired. In-
stead, his salary was doubled, his
roles improved, and his say-so over
roles increased considerably. There
followed in swift succession memor-
able roles in “A Farewell to Arms,”
“Desire,” “Lives of a Bengal Lanc-
er,” “Beau Geste,” “Mr. Deeds Goes
to Town,” and “Bluebeard’s Eighth
Wife.” By this time the mantle of a
living myth had begun to settle on
Coop.

“Morocco” was not one of Coop’s
great pictures, but it exercised, nev-
ertheless, a profound bearing on his
later life. In due course, it was
glimpsed by a young boarding-
school beauty named Veronica Balfe
who promptly developed a school
girl’s crush on him. Later when as
Sandra Shaw, actress, she came to
Hollywood, she met her ex-crush at
a party given by her uncle, Cedric
Gibbons, the designer. Not long
afterward they were married.

Today, homebody Coop lives with
his beautiful wife and winsome six-
year-old daughter, Maria Veronica,
in a somewhat elaborate, white,
Georgian manse in Brentwood, sur-
rounded by three and a half acres
of swimming pool, orange grove,
vegetable garden, tennis court, and
kennel. Fundamentally, however, he
is the same Coop who quit Montana
and ranch life to go to Hollywood,
hopeful of becoming a commercial
artist. Master of a toney villa in a
toney neighborhood, he still abhors
dressing up, likes to meander
around his acres in old clothes, de-
lights in cultivating the citrus grove
with a bantam tractor. His main in- "
terest outside of his family is still
guns (Anent guns his store of

knowledge is vast, accurate, -anl
profound.) and his chief passion,
hunting. Time permitting, he and
his wife, who, by the way, is a crack
shot, hunt coyotes in the mountains
near Malibu. He calls her Rocky,
and she calls him Pincus.

His social life consists mainly of
tennis, bridge, and backgammon,
abetted by the Fred MacMurrays,
the Joel McCreas, and the Tyrone
Powers and the Robert Taylors, the
exigencies of war permitting. He is
a prodigious eater, can go from a
complete meal to a brand new meal
without too much coaxing.

On the set, the coolest, calmest in-
dividual is the man_ on whose
shoulders the responsibility for the

success or failure of the picture will

have to rest, meaning Coop. The
director can be wracking his brain
lining up the next shot with the
cameraman and there on the side

-lines, feet propped up and snoozing

will be Coop. A movie Colossus, he
refuses to get involved in rivalries,
takes whatever comes his way and
never demurs. Roles, as such, don’t
bother him. Less gifted stars wofrry
about being typed, but not Coop.
He’d just as soon play cowboy parts
for the rest of his life.

You get a good idea of the Coop-
er character from an incident that
took place at his initial conference
with International Pictures, which
will release his first independent
production in which, by the way,
he sings 27 verses of a prairie song.
The heads of International Pictures
were curious no end as to the type
of picture Cooper had in mind. He
settled the matter in a single sen-

tence. “I'm going to make a cow-
boy picture,” he announced, off-
hand like.

“You mean an epic western?” one
of the executives suggested hope-
fully.

“Naw, I mean a cowboy picture.”
. That’s Coop for you.
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THE PLEASANT PECKS

the century. “Jonathan' is a very
nice baby,” he said. “We think he’s
rather wonderful, of course. But I
suppose he’s an average wonderful
baby if you take an entirely un-
biased view.”

When you stop to consider that
this young star has risen with the
speed of a meteor, he’s still quite
close to terra firma. Or to be less
flowery, he’s just a good guy with
his feet on the ground.

The fact that he was chosen to
play the lead opposite Greer Garson
in the forthcoming “Valley of De-

(Continued
from page 42)

cision” has put the cream on top of
his success.

His rise has been unusual. Even
before his first picture was released,
producers were signing him for im-
portant roles. There was something
about this newcomer to Hollywood
that demanded, and got, attention.

The day of our interview, wherein
the above baby talk was mentioned
we were in the Pecks’ suite at the
Waldorf Towers. Significant of their
disregard for swank, now that suc-
cess had come to camp on their door-
step, is the fact that they have no
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