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The Frank J. Cooper, college boy, who was to
become ""Gary" Cooper, star.

T’S a far cry from the quiet elm-shaded paths of
Grinnell University to the glitter and glare of a
Hollywood motion-picture studio.

Yet had it not been for a slim, golden-haired
young girl back at Grinnell University, the screen might
never have acquired one of its most popular leading men.
For it was this girl who started Gary Cooper’s foot-
steps on the path to Hollywood—and world-wide fame!

They were terribly in love, those two youngsters—
and it was first love for both of them. The girl,
daughter of a staid but genial professor, had been the
pet of the college ever since she could remember. But
no one man had ever won her heart—until the gaunt
young gentleman from Montana arrived on the scene.

As for Gary, he had never had an

opportunity to know many girls. Born

GARY
COOPER’S

lting Co-Ed

By J. Gunnar Back

A Pet of the Campus is Always Bad
for a Happy Ending—As the Future
Star Learned in His First Love Plot

GARY did not slip easily into the normal course of
things at Grinnell. To begin with, his clothes
were not the usual type of collegiate raiment. The
ten-gallon Stetson in which he arrived remained his
headgear throughout his college career and because of
it, “Cowboy Cooper” was what he was called by the
other students.

Of course on school days he wore his little, red fresh-
man cap obediently, humbly bowing before the august
sophomores as they passed, touching his left hand to
the bottom of his cap, his right hand to his stomach
as tradition at Grinnell demands of freshmen.

But on any and every gala occasion, Gary wore his
ten-gallon Stetson. He seemed utterly unaware of the
figure he made and was entirely without affectation.
Yet it was a typical college boy’s gesture of defiance
and bravado!

Without money beyond his tuition the lean Mon-
tanan was forced to seek work immediately to defray
his living and personal expenses. And there are those
worthy citizens of Grinnell who can boast of having
been served their beans and hash by the young man
who has since become one of the highest-salaried stars
of the silver screen.

Gary spent long and arduous hours working for his
meals in a downtown restaurant. And on week-day
afternoons and Saturday mornings throughout the Iall

on a ranch, educated in a preparatory
school in England, ill health had forced
him to return to America for a few
years before entering college. Those
years were spent on his father’s ranch
in riding the range—

and the chances for

meeting members of A famous star

the gentler sex were comes home. Presi-
few and far between. dent Main (right),of
It was in the twi- Grinnell, presents
light of an early Gary Cooper to the
autumn day in 1922 cheering student
that Frank J. Cooper, e e

as Gary was then odyzon focays
known, stepped off

a train that had just come from the

West and surveyed the little town where
he had elected fo spend his college days.

Like most small college towns, it was—
and there was nothing about the young
man himself to indicate that before many
years had passed he would have achieved
both fame and fortune in the most
glamorous, fascinating industry in the
world.
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and Winter he was employed as handy-man about the
home of one of the professors.

No sooner had he begun his job for that kindly
mannered gentleman than he was glad that he was
working his way through college. For had it not been
for that circumstance, at first seemingly unfortunate,
he might never have known and loved the girl who
later played such an important part in his life. 5

Of course there were no social lines at Grinnell.
When Gary finished his morning chores for the profes-
sor he repaired to the dining-room and took his place
for breakfast and luncheon with the rest of the family.
One member of which gave one look at him and his
heart fell in shattered remnants at her feet.

Not that love affected his appetite. On more than
one occasion his astonished hosts saw him consume
eighteen pancakes at one time, ap-
parently unaware that he was set-
ting a new all-time record for that
—or any other—domicile in town.

He made other records, too.
Such as the number of excuses he
could invent for dropping by the
professor’s house in the evening.
And the number of chocolate sun-
daes for two he could squeeze out
of his far from princely earnings. Or the number
of reasons he could advance for moonlight walks and
Summer picnics for two.

His collegiate
jilting did not pre-
vent him from be-
coming a box-
office sensation.

THE girl was as much in love with Gary as he with
her. They made glorious plans for the future—a
future that would, of course, be shared. They dreamed
of the success that Gary would some day attain—and
which she would share, too.

Thus his college days passed. Days not unlike those
of every college youth, gorgeous, carefree days of sport
and study and awakening ambition and tender boy-
and-girl romance.

It was during those days that Gary’s latent histrionic
ability began to manifest itself.

His first appearance before an audience was at the
annual “shirt-tail” parade, when before the tittering
co-eds who leaned -from their windows in the women’s

Where the fu-
ture star of
"Wings" tired
of studying
Greekand other
such nonsense.
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dormitory, Gary led the freshman class in its midnight
run across the campus.

A few weeks later, at the annual torchlight parade,
Gary made permanent his campus nickname of “Cow-
boy.”

‘At the head of the freshman group he appeared for

the event wearing com-

plete western regalia
and filled the air with
plainsman whoops and
Indian yells. It was
probably the first, last
and only time that Gary
Cooper utterly threw off
his accustomed restraint
and abandoned himself
to the pleasure of the
moment.

UT it had dire con-
sequences for him.
His fellow students
recognized his ability
for showmanship and
thenceforward no college entertainment was
complete unless Gary embellished the pro-
gram with his own particular little bag of
tricks.

As for his sweetheart,
she was usually present
at the festivities and
was the most admiring
cheerer of all!

His fame soon spread
beyond the limits of the
college confines and
whenever the local high
school or Y. M. C. A.
or women’s clubs desired something unusual
in entertainment, they sent for the reluctant
but obliging Mr. Cooper.

But don’t think from this that all of Gary’s
college hours were (Please turn to page 104)

Langdon Hall, at
Grinnell, which was
glad enough to get
rid of a student
for whom it now
wears this unmis-
takable welcome.
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(Continued from page Gb)

spent in wild and riotous cowhoy voups
M‘" and Indian dances, He hned from l,fm

fivst shown a grest interest in vollege
et dramatics and when the try-outs were

held for the annusl sprin show, ‘“‘c’ry
Lhe

S whs umong the first who Lrod
o honrds,  Hut alas for his thentrienl
ambitions, Paramount's future slar win

ng A }jmmuvl inadeguately trained for the wx

Pors wencies of norenl ghow and way given
a job with the wtage crew

iner Of course, he was digpppointed and

fal N hurt, ne only youth can be hurt,  And
it was only the encourngement  and
faith of his young sweetheart thaf,

gave him the cournge Lo go on,
LIT Portunately, as It turned out, he hid
~also dndieated that he might be able 1o
Cut doglgn some of the sets, e wag nl
lowed Lo show what he could do nnd ay
| m repult his posters and getbings won
Aduc grent applause and glory for their
feg Creator, A yenr later s posters fur
" Booth Tarkington's “Misgter Antonio”
g were adfudged the best of nll submithed,
i There wag an immedinte demnnd for

more of thig sophomore's worl,

o o

WC Butl Gary was owling  weary of
g colloge,  He wanted to gob out in the
world and get o job, wo that he and

1é gweetheart could be muarried,
" In June, 1924, when he left Grinnell,
wm“‘ll with the decigion not to veturn
following ferm, Hig pweethenrt
omised Lo wall for him and they
Lo be marvied in nhout o yenr,
wurely in o yenr, Gary would he
quu{ w nlee snlary and could

@,
| ’}VT'H A 0 EWEpRpEr ony
Telenn and wnve for ane
rinnell to pee i sweethonrt
wan 1, thelr courtehip wis
o dully corvespondence, When
rolled around Cury
hrd nol grown
{ldl thit he had ex
| not exnctly in n

Tut during all these monthe of plrug
wle, when faod and shelter were of ne
cossity Cnary's maln coneern, his l'nlhv,,u
wweethenrt  grew tired of waiting for S
him and one day he pecelved an wmn
nouncemant of her marviage Lo nnother Or
i,
Wut even with his um’lf Insplention
wone Gory's ambition had taken defi # 1t
e wan determined to re

nite form. s
main in pletures and guceesd in them!

Hig frst, pary for Parnmount wak nores
bit in “Wings"” and after that there |
wiss no more doubt of his future, Hinr- ne
dom was just around the corner, e

The noxl fow yonrs saw Ciary Juntify by

his enrly promise, In ench sueceading
pleture {I’N work ghowed a marked im
wovement and 1 wag not long hefore
v was riated among one of the higgest
hox-office starg in pletures, Hig name
wis Jnown all over the world, 1o wis
universilly andmived and adored!

Phus 1, was that in 1020, when Grin
nell University was celebrating its din-
mond Jubiles with the opening of an
elaborite new Lrang-continental airport,
the pregident of the eolloge invited s
okl digtinguighed alumnus to pregide
al the dediention ceramonies,

When  President  Main  Introduced
Gury ub thig, the most important event
in the entire history of the college, hig
words were glimple and gincere,

,..l‘mu Iy Gury Cooper, a Grinnell b
o A wtudent of  whom all of us wre »
prowd,  He iy o man who hag con.
Lrihiuted uruutlr to our Joy of IWKIH"L"T-1‘3
And CGary, the game rather QN fiL L R
affected hoy who had come to Grinnell
w0 whort w time hefore, ui f\m\ldud wnd
unsung, vose wnd faced the Inrgest nue
Allutl(l? thnkc hind em{’ l:gu bf o opry
i vinttor homage, Vir ul'lfy the entire
population wag there, hended by the
govarnor of the wiate, the muyor o% :
the elty and the pregident of the cols
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pected. He was still not exactly in
position to promise to cherish and pro-
feet-n girl. . . .
Thus it was that his sweetheart
wrote him and suggested that he try
| his fortunes in California, which
| seemed to offer unlimited opportunities
to the young and eager—both of which
he was.

Acting on this advice he descended
upon Hollywood. But work in an ad-
= vertising agency was not immediately
| forthcoming and it was then that he
| turned to the movies for sustenance.

There was always a demand in the
studios for men who could ride, and
Gary soon became known among cast-
" ing directors as the hardest-riding cow-

‘boy of them all. ;
o e rest is screen history!
.

\IRST came a part in “The Winning
of Barbara Worth.” Which, by the
yay, is spoken of in Hollywood as
Goldwyn’s only mistake. For
own Columbus of talent
Mr. Cooper on the famous
Paramount gave one
_in that picture and
-term contract.

the city and the president of the col-
lege.

said simé)!y:

“I had better get the load off my
mind quickly. I am not a speech-
maker, never have been and I'm not
so constituted. I would like to say
how I feel about coming back to Grin-
nell. I’ve had many thrills and pleas-
ures in the last few years—but never
any more wonderful than the last
twenty-four hours while I have been
speeding toward the college where I
spent my hard-earned dimes and
nickels and got a little education on
the side.”

News-reel cameras clicked—report-
ers crowded about—students swarmed
around him requesting autographs—
fellow alumni pressed close to wring
his hand!

Quite a different reception from that
which he had received seven years be-
fore when he arrived at Grinnell for
the first time! And in back of all the
splendor, all the happiness of reunion,
moved the shadowy vision of the slim
blonde girl who had indirectly been re-

spwg for it all.

And without pose or pretense, he 3
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