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CLARK, GEORGE and
—How do they rate with

Last month, MOVIE CLASSIC asked how such glamour
giels as Joan Crawdord, Jean Harlow and Constance Ben-
nett rafe with women -and answered the question by
telling what feminine friendships theyhave in Hollywood
‘This & 1 companion story, asking how such “great lovers"
as Clark Gable, George Raft and Gary Cooper stand in
with other men - and telling you.— Editor

HE dhree outscanding male sex-appeal stars of
the moment are Gary Conper, George Raft
Clark Gable, Women. be d out of Ho
wood, have established as the re

Love Gods of the current screen. Ral 1 adn

Have torn at their clothes for souvenirs, b teen then,

passionately purple love lecters, bave stood outside hotels
nd cafs for hours just f them. Yer
e pause to ask the all-important question in sizing up the
meisure of & man: “1s he 2 man's man?” How do these
three rate among the newsy o, the technicians,
ors. the camera crews who know them a5 men
57 Or peehaps the question could be more apely

d is instinctively liked by women
know her), Gury Coaper is in-
tively liked b The tall, slent gentleman from
cana, the adventurer who hat lately become Holl
o0d's most popular host, bas the largest circle of mascu

line acquiintances of any Hollywood actor—and the
St vonbr of s et x y

i Surprising that wich 4 perfect set up for it in his
Bachelordops his interest in e, honest.co goodness men
chings. ang bis unagsuming. personality, Gary. has no
Rl budde” 0 Contant s or conies. But

Galy it n “ran's man'” whise chiire il 8
istence has becn dominated by women! Women have not
permitced him enough time away from their influence for
Bl to Torm those intimate companianships among men
that are 5o impartant £o the average bichelor's Hes

Other Men Aren't Jealous of Gary

HEN big “Coop” first arrived in Hollywood, he
svas under the influence of his charming, but de-

cidedly protective mother. Then he fell under the far
more demanding influence of Lupe Velez, who was so
madly in love with Gary that she could not bear e have

Rihes and the restling macehes wene the ever.present
i “Euel'of o i g Dsion
XC Tl under the social Inflaeace of 2 grop of women.
Miary Pickiord and the Countess Frasao amav

ho tock s of-sereen actvies more deckledy
I 4pie o chis dominacing feminne infl

e in his life,
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G ARY
Men?

men who know Gary are allfor i
The technical crews an his picturcs
swear by him. 1 the truth should be
known, they are  lele orey for him
that he docs ot bust sy from the
skires” S2id one of the gendlemen T
with rolled-up slceves on the, Para-
mount lo, “ The poor guy can’t cven
escape thase telephone calls when ho
i on the set. There are always two
o thee mesages for Gery wher he
Even other actors on the Para-
nount lot have nothing bu frendly
tings to say about Gary. Richard Aten comes the
closest 10 an_intimate friendship with him. Fredric
March's Favorite studio scory concerns the long calk he
once had with an executive who spent hours 1¢ling i
how much Gary Caoper's sex-appeal rated ¢ che. bo
offce, Neil Harnilton (once jokingly described by a fien
3 consinousobjecsor to s other st e
That, 25 regular guy, " they don't come any betier than
Coop.” His large group of men acguainiances includes the
Fairbankses, boh Junior and Senior, Leshe Howard,
Irving Thaiberg, Jack Oskie, Willam Povell, Wesley
Rugeles, Robert Montgomery, Jimmy Duranie, Moss
Hart, Charles Fareel, and practically all the directors
and excutives on the Parsmount lo.

how do these sex-appeal heroes

they claim

By

Clark Gable, George Raft and
Gary Cooper are attractive to
women—no one doubts that. But
rate with “men’s men”? Can

story tells you !

NANCY PRYOR

In spite of che fact that women have not permitted
Gary time o indulge in stag parties. poker games, week-
end trips and ather liccle ger-togechers with the bovs,
he scil rares one hundsed per cent sith members of his
own sex. Which is quite an accomplishment, if you
ask us!

Looks Like a Possible Rival to Other Men

EORGE RAFT, as. type, i not fntincties liked
by men who do- not khow him. - Just a» Jean
Ellon inspires suspicion n the minds of women o
sl e ony by el s fos Rt scouote che
Same suspicious oppoation in the minds of other men:
Ru' crpe, he s sk, muave, polished, Porhapa Tl
o0 leckya el too suave. He has the sam. polished
clfectof Rudolph Valeneinos whose Breatest adriration
even at che helghe of his fame, came from women-nor
e Ref, ke Vatentino, b a formes dancer, and his
e arcunconicouy graceu. 13 dender
ipped a5 an ecl, with the qancer's physiae, rather
chi che aihlece’s. Even publiciey storics about b
have fun more to Kissing, than 1o hunting trips. His
P th sren s becn based dn sedce
A actor wha docs nar knove Raft once remarked
gt e i o s the sensrind] oo
on'the ereen. “*Ho's 5o lick that I'm afraid he's o
%0 e out of che camera linesl” Another mal st
Wat sterhsard oo s thaE Georee - mads s nelm
st ke 3 movie star
during s recent weekeend
trip st Pim Springe
The chief disarisfaceion
st i ol
i George’s oud sk
hirts and B even loud-
ersuriped lounging
e Honce i Pk
afRat. “Tveotenough
troubles chinking 260t
BE% Mt oo v
commirta seatement
et George. Rafe
smooth, ek George —
s more “buddies chan
Gare Cooper and Clark
A
very populat * he.men
{64t pi rogethert Ho
susually complerely sur
rounded by an encourage
of cronies, including Sar
Ty Finn: s ever pre
ant companion (lon falsely suspecicd of being 4 personc
odsgusd) Jmmy Star, ol ot i, o sl
o' newspaper man, tho boys from the publcity de.
Partinei, s well-kiom loca pese-hahte: & gport witer
£ thre or four others of equl men Seworld calioe

many men-friends?

AReporter's View of George

HOLLYWOOD studio_ reporter, whose opinion of

actars in general is too blistering to be sent through

the mals, says of George Raft: Don't fet anybody kid

you=he is & plenty good guy. Any man who realy knows

Gearge wil tell you that: Strangely enough, he docsn't

drink, and he docsn't care for poker, and 1 don't think 1
Consinued on'page 13)
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have ever heard him use a profane expression
And men are supposed to go for drinki
and cussing and general hell-raising in
other men, you know. George doesn't like
any form of athletics, he likes to sleep late
in the mornings, and I've heard objections
about his choice of colors in clothes—yet
he's one of the most all-around likable guys
I've met in this town.

“He has a great sense of humor and an
adaptable social instinct, if you know what
I _mean. George never tries to ‘run’ his
friends. If you want to go to the fights, all
right—that's okay with him. 17 a show isin
order, that's jake, too. Or he is willing just
to sit' around and talk. [n other words, he
is an agreeable guy to be around. He is
generous, too. And I think the men who
Know him like his attitude about the break
he has had in pictures.”

But Spencer Tracy explained that angle
of George more graphically. Spencer had
made *'Guick Millions " with George, whose
first picture it was. Some time clapsed be-
fore they met again—in a corner drugstore
in Hollywood. In the meantime, the Raft
stock had soared considerably. Tracy saw.
Raft when he entered the store, but did not
immediately speak to him. “Spence” says
he has had enough experience with “over-
night successes” in this town and has seen
what it has done to certain heads.

Rait, who knew Tracy had seen him and
had not spoken, walked back to where he
was standing and demanded: “Say, what's
the idea of not speaking to me?"”

Tracy said: " Well, 1 didn't know about
the size of your hatband since [ saw you
last.’

isten,”_replied Rait, it you ever
notice any signs of my head swelling over
this crazy fluke of luck that has happened
{0 me, do me a favor, will you? Just knock
it off "

Men who do not know George may not
like his shirts—but there are plenty of his
pals who are wearing them!
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Who Calls Him “Mr. Gable” ?

HAVE never heard a man say he did not

like Clark Gable. He may be the king of
Great Lovers to the women, but he is also
Hollywood's most doughty and popular he-

Other actors like Clark.
tricians, props, and camera ci
tures—well, he is just “Gabl
e e s
lies on_his back under the shade of a trec
with his hat tipped over his face, talking
politics, or guns or duck-hunting.  Only the
newest of newcomers on the M-G-M lot
il him “Nr. Gable!" He is merely
“Gable” or “Clark,” even to the youthful
call-boys, whose job it is to run messages
from one department to another.

He may make his living by playing love
scenes with beautiful women stars, but his
interest between scenes is in the dope on the
latest_prize-fight, or weather conditions in
the Northern part of the state, where he
hunts, He may be a_high-salaried sex-
appeal attraction to women audiences, but
to men he is as comfortable to know as an
old shoe. Nor is there any patronage in the
brand of friendship Clark displays to his
fellow-workers. His friendliness is in no
way to be confused with “a good business
move" or a “play” for popularity. Clark
hasa temper and he knows a few choice cuss
words, which he is not averse to using on the
proper_occasions. Men sense sincerity in
Clark Gable—a real interest and liking for
the things that are men's things.

As for the ele
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His most intimate Hollywood friends are
Wallace Beery, Howard Strickling (of the.
AM-G-M publicity department), Dr. Frank-
Iyn Thorpe, husband of Mary Astor, and
Charles MacArthur, husband ~of Helen
Hayes. Association with these men prac-
tically comprises his social Life in Holl
wood; they are the most frequent diners at
his home, Mrs. Gable has a far wider social
acquaintanceship in Hollywood, and the
Gable presence at the large, formal enter-
tainments is usually due to his wife's de-
sire that he attend with her. Mrs. Gable
says that Clark's closest pal is the old cow-
boy who goes on his hunting and fishing
expeditions with him. On as many week-
ends as his work permits, Clark treks off for
a visit to " the old man.

Why He Gave Up Polo

50 long ago, the virile Mr. Gable
took up the fashionable game of polo—
and just as saddenly as he had acquired two
polo ponies, he gave up the game! There
was some talk that the studio had forbidden
Clark to risk his valuable neck in this
dangerous sport. But Clark, himself, gave
the real reason when he remarked: *1 felt
50 damned silly on the backs of those little
ponies. | felt as if I should be carrying
e ... .

Just about the time that Clark was be-
ginning to click as a sensation on the screen,
he worked in a picture_with Richard
Barthelmess called “The Finger Points.
Regis Toomey was also in the cast. “We
used to kid Clark about being the sensa-
tional *Great Lover',” laughs Regis, “and
believe it or not, but he used to blush to the.
roots of his hair. I think he was actually
impressed at working with what he termed
a'big’ star like Barthelmess, He may have-
been the sensational ‘comer of the moment,
but he didn't seem to know it. You can’t
help liking a guy like that.”

Clark's almost painful modesty js one of
the highlights of his charm to other men.
When he went visiting on the Paramount
ot to make *No Man of Her Own” with
Carole Lombard, he usually ate his lun-
cheons up at the counter with the tech-
nicians because he didn't know the “people
who were eating at the more exclusive
tables.
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One noontime Richard Arlen sidled up
to 2 seat beside him and introduced him-
self. They shook hands and took a good
Took at one another. **You needn't be look-
ing at my ears!” Mr. Gable remarked so-
ciably. “"You've got a funny-looking face,
vourself!” This frankly humorous state-
ment was the beginning of an Arden en-
thusiasm for Clark that is almost boring to
hear.

As 1 mentioned before, 1 have never
heard a man say he did not like Clark
Gable. As a ““man’s man,” he just isn't
open to argument!

Gary isn't married and is, therefore, a po-
tential rival, romantically speaking, of every
other cligible bachelor in Hollywood.
George, though often rumored a husband,
denies emphatically that he has ever given
up his freedom—which makes him a possi-
ble romantic rival, also. Clark is wed, as
everyone knows—a fact which, some might
argue, helps other men to look upon him as
a potential pal. But any psychologist would
probably tell you that all three of them are
liked by men—if for no other reason than a.
sneaking admiration for the way they im-
press the female of the species, whether
beautiful or brainy, rich or poor. What
man wouldn't like o do likewise?





