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IF YOU

By FAITH BALDWIN

««« This brilliant word picture of Gary,
newly returned from African adven-
ture, will delight you with its fascinating
intimacy and insight. You'll really
know him after you've read it

Says Faith Baldwin of Gary:
“Here is a man who should

“Look at_his mouth which
stamps him, as we are all
stamped, 25 his own worst
enemy.”

“... He doesn't belong to
Hollywood.”

“.... The most American of
the young men upon the
screen. He makes you think
of mountains and plains....”

you iad met Gary Coaper an the day 1 met bim
he would have been o his way to meet  lady chim-
panzeel. (See picture above.)

And i you had been in my frame of mind you
would have wondered i luncheon with a_ she-novelist
and, possibly, dinmer with  she-chimpanzee wasn't going.
from the ridiculous ta the sublime,

The chimpanzee is, of course, a trophy of Mr. Cooper's
recent game hunting trip, while the novelist is mercly an-
ather scalp which he has added to i bel by his wark on
the sreen . s peropality off the screen

Asone of Gary Cooper’s bowa fide fans 1 was, of corse,
very prejudiced in his favor when T met hin: and am
pleased o report that T was not disillusioned when he
towered it ight and sood beside me'a 3 height of 2
good {00t or more over my insignificant five foot two.

As you know. Gary Cooper i Montana born; as you
may also know, he was brought up on & ranch until he was
twelve years old; after which he was bewilderingly sent
0 England to school. Later he returned home and was &
student at Grinnel College, leaving there in the spring of
24 to become @ cartoonist on his home fown paper in
Tielena.” Between bis return to the States and his college

6

care b o years s comby and sl
sccident. S, you see s e has been one. fong and
Saricd adventire, Perhaps the frcatea advertore wns
i treeto Calbfornia and, aier plenty of exia expericnce
i rapid e o tardom;

Off the sereen e appears at s sight to be merely a
call and likeabie looking young man. Bt atter a.fen
e ane 1 impressl b the exceeding Muenes of bl
eyes i the leam, well modelled contours of e face,
S0 b very attracive handh,

Gary ‘Cooper, despleof _perliapsbecanse_of—his
Englich forbears an educstion 1 to oy mind, the
08 A o the Joung e o sy e
ks you think of mimiaiis 1 0 plsis, of plncers
and of the days of Daniel Foone.

T ihougt of my novels and Jvghed a i, sietly, 0
sl o St Bk oy St G o
icdar type st have.  Ror tey sa © ol most of ‘my
eroes G out o be mderstely far n coloring: ahwava
i and brosd of s and lean of hip, and. ssvaly
it st that v angle which Gary Coaper possescs
Somneimes for & Shange 1 Have “wrifen” héroes who are
stocky and brown eyed and have mustaches; but sooner
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MET GAR

(Opposite page) As he
appeared when he re-
tumed from his_recent
European trip. (Right)
“.. One is impressed
by the exceeding bluencss
of is eyes, and the lean,
well modelled contours of
His face and by his very
stractive hands.”

or fater 1 go back to the Cooper type and fee 2 good del
hore at omel

S5 herer across a luncheon e T liad for the
momen, a Tiving prottype of ane of my own pen and
ok herces. and  pleased me.aithough it probaby would
o, have pleased Mr: Cooper, had he Jnown abott . to
ke & il mental analysé of him just a5 if | were
ot to try and capre him-solly, | assure you. for
i purposes of binding i sedatly hetween the covers
of a book. -

0 e goes, And i am wrong—and he resds fis—
e e ke wp s pand 10 S et
nry Comper s o aachronn, By tht T dor'e mcan
it b oot g e e pencraton—aithough 1 fc
i e doc s 5 Wiy 5 ier 1 o
bt doss blong 1 Hollpwoet T am. g
Tht . one <ise thnks so. Tecause 1 he had, we would

Y COOPER

bave been the loser by a great many fine and sincere
sereen interpretations.

But Hollywood is supposed to e the most sophistic
cated community in the country. 1 take issuc with this
for I feel that what passes for saphistication in Hollywood
is not_sophistication at all, as I understand. the term.
Sophisticated or not, it works at being thonght so. 1t is
 community of “sefs” of exaggerations, of backgrounds,
o bigh lights, Tt s & commuunity living under the shadow
of fear . - fear of tomorrow, fear of change, fear of
the altcring tempo of the public pulse. It is a community
which is forced to live far the day, for the hour even, in
which emtions and reactions do not fower normally and
in Heaven's good time, but are foreed ito 2 hot house
bloam, fram, 45 it wert, one moment to the next

“Ihis is not the backgound for Mr. Cooper. He has,
1 think, the character wich desires o strike roots, decply
embedded roots. But where in  (Contined on page 98)

W
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If You Met Gary Cooper

(Continned from page 47)

Hollywood can one strke roots
other than the surisce crecpers, <asly
Gptorn?

(GARY. COOPER has been “ayped,”
i the press and ‘ccording £ Ieg-

end, 55 the Toremest expanent of the
“itfong and sient” 1 doubt this very
much. " Strength, Yes . and certaily
DO 4 great talker  but e has the b
man weakness 1o which il Aesh is heir
and as for taiking, vel, when he docs,
he usually Says' something. Petsondlly
T would ‘run- & mile from e really
‘strong silent” type 15 1 ever s it i}
indeed it exists. Something, 1 would
ik, must e licking

¢ Gary Cooper has taken upon Tim-
self a vereer of what Hollywbod calls
Sophisticaion, it i cly & venger.” Lok
at his eves - . they meet yours very
souarely. Look at e angle of his
Jaw, an angle which means_emper,
Spirt it you wil, slow 1o rouse hut
devastating inaction, when aroused
Look at s mouth which stanps i,
S we all are stamped, as his own werst
encmy, a sensitive month, 3nd 4 Suscep-
i e

Here s = nan s 10 3 e
of dhings; o eritclam in some degree,
o the sofer cmtions of life, in & large,
degree, o beauty, whether i is the
beduly of landseape or & fiorse or nire.
1y hat of a precty womman. A ot |
would say, \which has often betrayed
i ¢

FIERE s & man who can euily be

b, ot B, Bt Gt
ally and perhept spiriaaily; 3 man who
s what 1 1s o worry: who' nows
100, what 1t 1o be depressed, who
Gy, ough 067 A s o
s parhaps ot aitogether _outgrown
the dEireatiog Wi Fymsel, which,in
childhasd, we cal slking. and which
s always. that, at il A man who

| anderstands Tovaity-and who will si-

waysfinddisilusion “Decase lusion
and the crcation of lusion 1 50 large
2 past of i nature,

Here s 5 man wiho speaks of fiving
down the river Nile and of 4 forced
anding in the Nubias desert with the
light of adventure in his eves; & man
who can_ ik sympathedically, cven 4
e Wistiall, af the probles Sad
pangs ‘and hurts and drngers of liile
Bashood. A" man who hurts big game
ot for the mediocre. thrill of illing
Something but becauie it means adve
ture 1o him and a Torm of felases &
Felcase from wreaity into resliy, not,
25 wally The case, the other way
Sround.

Fiere s 5 man who showld no marry

Had Gary Cooper sayed in Montass,
drawing s canoons or leading. i
couboy. exisince, T would ot have
made. Such 3 Statement. One i sbley
casily, © imagine the Gary Coopers of
this world beautifully aud Dapoily mar-
e . bt not in Hllywood,

Tor, underneat the sequired sophis-

icaton you ave  man who s, whether
kgt or not, an el and &
somande. Who ks he s o e
Sonsabout wemen and who s 30
very mans. " Who “armors. st
Siinst being hurt and who & going 10
B with an ot e Sataly.
HE dear Sighted e 1 lly aware
of the Taasic felencs of the public
v wiich e s s v wih
the ratler "prty bay” type.of hero,
i fhe et ity e S i et

man® and the next, perhaps with the |-

aleged heman oo oewt it the
Fange bt who cxhibits his sggressive
haleness by kaecking down the heroine
three or four times during e course
of the sy,

But he it clar sighted about wo-
shen acd Tove and the emotional e be-
Gause you can't e and il hasbor e

JFOR this tspe of man there s rory
Tt s (0 ¢ found i
inge it S worran i is bwn protes
s S VA Vi
Sutiae i profesnon, 5 Tong 40 he
Continacs om he sereen, oo T it
el S G e o0
any et s ok aeagess
i e b ot il and
Sscime which 3 ensie. prsin s o
ot i

Bt th troulé s i women are at-
iraive o him, e il s B o
e 4o moma 11 o all i
ey T Vot ok o ot S
iep o e T onde 10 e
sl ons o would b -
ey aware of th ety ik
ooty 5 draste mnpe: a1
o i e Gy Covmes
e ane hich b= spt o srome
e . ot women, oo 15 i
e o are ot 1 ekt e
I e s T ek o by
Nanthg o “undersand” md procet
i e they cnd s by denining pro
{ecion s anderining o W Vo
T or bt

A Conper e 3 remark to me
b o, 1o 3wt remark and
e emark and s ophsmied v
ark e ey heieve hat he beleres
3t e ot o e wooh o T
b o S
a5 exprssed b, e emarl il B 8
Hotction t b Sgaie e next i

he has & sense of hu-
wor, ery marked, ery quich, ey, i
e hest Americas, tadition, He_hae,
& we all know, great chanm. He
st work it 1 simply exisis snd
ine can do nothing about e, He has 3
very. pleasant couriesy Which any’ wo-
it vould appreciate, especialy 3 wo-
an Who T St o G il
aged spread” and to whom the coriesy
of the average young man—provided:he
has aay_appears 4 very hollow ges.
tare. He has excellent breeding, 1
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would like to know his mother for T
think_the answer to much about her
son lies, perhaps, in her.

1 hope that someday, after he has
made many, many more fine pictures,
and is stil not t0o old to be free, and
lasn't become too sophisticated t lose
touch with the things that mater, that
Gary Cooper will go back to his ranch.
It may be a comfortable, modern ranch,
a dude ranch, but it will have distance
and space and beauty. And I hope that
“yith or without the chimpanzee—he
will ride the ranges again with no cam-
eras grinding and look deeply into the
sumset. And wonder a liule what it's
all been about. Or perhaps by then he
will have ceased to wonder. He'll know.

1 find that I usually end my articles
by a sentence of personal opinion, quite
divorced from analysis, a simple state-
ment of the reaction of one person to
another. But I don’t think I shall, this

time, It would be much too eribar-
rassing to Mr. Cooper . . . and to
self. For if I am certain, from a cold

blooded observation, that Alr. Cooper is
susceptible to the ladies . . . was it in
just as cold blooded observation that T
decided the ladies were susceptible to
Mr. Cooper?

For even at this distance from him 1
happen to notice that it looks like rain
and I wonder if he wears overshoes. 1
don't think he does. And I bet he never
carries an umbrella. Ofi—well!





