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Dear Editor:
Well T never thousht T4 lve to se the
sy when T agaln be playing foot sodier
i thss hot dssertsinda-—not alter
ot experience T wroio you sbout
Some oot o when 1 shipped out of
Tllyseoa 0 o th exies ganfos these
gt saquences in' Guaga. Div on the
Hojave Desert. Rermember? 1camohome
with my Ly ful of sunbur llstes,my
i ful of fofaee sad,my stomach Tl

feart. fl of 1
hing (look at Hitler). An, 3 yo
0 Ve T heeed St Wi B e,

disctorof Beou e, wanted s thousand
e 1o ke up s Foredh Legln Arey,
T'was sraong the st tn to knock at the
Parsmount gate for the ob
We were going to Yuma, Arisens, which
was ll ight by o bacause the lonser it
ook us e g8 1 Aoeaton, the more old-
g money T have in my pocketbook.
come. fnal poyday. My sons of huma.
ot o o Y et up e pointa
hen somebody suggested . gaiopn
inoer, and 1 nicked Bria
Cravwiord, 3. Carrel
Neah and 34 Gary Covper fof an sven
s than an hou.
ame e dawn. And with it
e, And with Yo my st sigh of
what T was n Tor—long steiches of (you

ol v Doery. st bt
et oot e e of
i bcnmand 1 th loation
on She Riore. dese et

orite o

Region a

suossd i) sand. L would have baved

n'the trin S spent that 83 for & ve-

furn-tckeh, but Brian Denlevy said

ielanged s him, mosly,and he e of &

i 4 gt bk a1 the end of the st
So

Wellmar's et ity tn
e Shee, what = incon-
Srucns oame) Butereup, Valisyl Jou
Goungermnin, frat st dirctor, aye
it Bunareuy Valey it Amercas most
periec rgroduction of the Saharn. No
Gaubt o i coreect AL any rato the
eon could certainy be deseribed 8 he
beit of thess wide open. spacas, where
o e man [Contiued on pede 851
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1t Or Not Ripley. All of the flm's out-
| standing villains who play hairy-chested,
| bass-voiced, leering murderers and
| gangsters and cutthroats have sissy

middle names! Here are some of those
| you'll see in Beau Geste: J. CARROL

Naish, Brian WALDO Dorlevy, Arthur

PERCIVAL Aylesworth, Tony MAURICE

Martelli, Salvator RONALD Rondell,
| Harold MARMADUKE Huber, and Barry

LANCELOT Woods. Can you imagine ‘em
il working in @ place called Buttercup
Valley! Doodness me!

Like I said a while back, I refused to
bunk with the sidewinders and the scor-
pions, and got myself & room in Yuma
That ' night, before ‘shut-eye’ time,
attended a show put on by the local post
of the Veterans of Foreign Wars. And
T glad 1 did, because T had a chance to
observe the technique employed by a
couple of nice girls to get themselves
acquainted with Mr. Gary Cooper. First
off, Miss Clara Mortenson, one of the gizls,
fiung Miss Lila Lee smack into the flm
star's lap. Gary helped Miss Lila Lee to
her feet. After which she introduced her-
self. A minute later Miss Lila Lee flung
Miss Clara Mortenson smack into the filn
star’s lap. Gary kindly assisted Miss Clara
Mortenson to arise. Miss Mortenson then |
introduced herseli. Right now I might as
well warn you girls not o adopt this |
| technique. You see, the Misses Mortenson |

and Lee are lady wrestlers!

B Maybe it vas something that O'd
Mother Nature et that night, or maybe
| ‘she was just tircd of having us trampling
up her desert, but whatever the reason,
she sure put on a dinger of  sandstorm
the next day. And along with the north-
wester that stirred up the sand until you
couldn't sce ten feet in front of you, the
old dame sprayed us with an icy gele that
dropped the lemperature right close {0
the freezing point, Tenis were blown
down in Buttercup Valley, sand got in
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food wnd beds and enough fltered into
e comtras 50 that 1t was fmposile ta
shoot. Gary Cooper tied to. drive out
o the camp but got stuck, ater Joaving
the main Highway, in he doep sand hat
i Gritd sovss the. temporary rond
But nothing seems to upeet that cars
Montana cowboy. Fe hoped hitch up
four camals used in. the pieture and,
accompanied by Carl Stoscker, the camel
rainer, plled his e back onto the bigh-

Riong about thrc in the aternoon the
wind diad down snoush fof the {ractors
o clea the roads Around four Director
Wellman bogan giving ordrs for scton
Belcve me e gor it So much s0 that
by six o'eock Biisn Danlers, the tough
sorgeant, was rolling in an ambulnce 10
< hospita

W I s partieular scene the seript
caled for Donievy 1o be siabbed 1o
deah with 2 bayonet in the hands of Ray
Ailand, one of the three herots of Bem
Fveek Ray had boet practcing
iguee wearing »cork vt uch
a5 Donlevy donned for the dangerous
Everything vent along shipshape during
the fs ew moments.Gary Cooper him-
ot e ‘deth, Iny o the ground inside
Fort Zinderneut, Ooes him, Donlevy and
Miland facad ach ther. Al of » sudden
Donlevy raised his pisto o shoot Milland.
ALThis paint Gy revived enough tostotke
he villin behind both knews Donlevy
totterod, and his hot went wid 51
Millnd unged. Al this bit of Dusiness
had been' worked out very carehully fo
old v the slightest accident, bt the
sloment ot chancewasoverlooked
Donlery el the wrong way sed was un-
able 1 contol his movements. And the
rxzor-charp, throe-cornared point of the
French bayonet mised. the core ek,
sk two. fnches o Donlewy’s Joi
Shoulder and missed bis hear by no more
han the widdh of 2 baby's hand! Boy, 1t
was 3 closecall, and thers were plenty of
s around ther, including Divector
clman that come near passing ot roms
ight. The only on who dldst seem 10
mind was Donlevy wha hovwied ke 4
desert Aray when they rushed him hos-
pitalward. At for me, TIl take my closs
Shaves Irom the barbor, thank you.

“The frst telesrain roeived by Brisn
came from Tyrone Power *Jesse couldr's
ot 1id of you" Powers wire said, "s0
ow e Geet il .

Ty was eferring to thei mishap in the
filming of Jess Jareer in whish Dorlevy
had snother nartow sstaps. in ansiner
et scene when the wadding of  blask
cartidge fred by Ty struck him Just bo-
low the right eve, badiy burning his face

Vou' may have noticed. that | haven i
moniionad any setvesses conncted wilh
s picture % far. There s anly oner

11 Gary Coopor opined, I that garraloss
way of his, that maybe the ieture aught
o e riiied “1000 Men and s Gl

Stian ayward is the young ady's
name,and you'se never hoard of hex Sh's
2 comples. stranser 1o the Hollyweod
Studios was working a5 & Now York City
model less than & month belore, Ang

what docs this swest young ady do? Vel
AShe docs s o grath off th Ieading lady
ol againt some ofthe ougheetcompeti-
on in. the worid

T'had  nice Tong visit with Susan be-
fore T 1at Buttarcup Valiey and rather
than give you s few it saticics sbout
her now, i going (0 ive you the ‘works
about her in anather story. 1 you doit
mind. (Bt Note: Oky, Smity-—in
e Juty ssue)

W Quite o fow thinga happened the next
dry. Director Wellmar, nervous as

ot With s Kiten, wrote out a check for
S50 and mailed i i 1o Andy Dovine, T
Soema that Wild Bill enered his money i
2 Stork derby whan Andy was working
with Wi In M Wioh Wings. Bil bet
that he would become  Tather befors
Andys sesond chid srrived.  Andys
ounster was 3 week old on the day Bl
ot out the chasle 1t was siplated fn
he bet that he meney was to g0 inlo 3
st fund fo he winning b 30 Davins,
Junior, has a fne start toward a college
ention

Bill was ol expocting the blessed ver.
i his own family, and had dovisd an
arrangerment that would got him {0 Holly_
Wood i  hurry. Firs b had slctsiciane
nll ' telaiype clruit between his
Breniwood ot and Yuma, and sstsi-
lished s motoreyel soice between Yuma
and Butereup Valley in css he g0t word
10 come a-runnin.Sccond. ho hired &
standby. piane, piloied by Howard Bit,
famed Sunt ot who operais 3 privsts
Bying sorvice from Senes Monicn, and
ordered Howasd to 'keep It hot day and
night.  Howard sad he would and
promised Bl e could bring Bill n under
e hour and foty minutes, i necessay.

Bt WA Bill was nervous. s0 he took
a mighty fanny way of working i o, Ho
ot nte costame and led 3 wild charge of
20 Rorsemen atross thesand dunas n ane.
of the moet thrilling sequences of the
Bicturet " When the thiling charse had
been compleied—it fook just one take—
withowt mihap, M. Gary Cosper, who.
Can ido ke nobody's busines,renarked:

andice» horse ko e used o handle

a plane inthe Worla War. He Just dosen'
e Ho st

Bill seered tosettle down alt that dis-
play of horsemanship and spent the st
o1 lime. drectng. closecugs. The
blosiod ovent occarred a week it the
Company. was back i Hollywood.

I T eould havo sid something sbout the
sty of Beuw Geste butdidnt because
Tim Gure youe read the book, seen the.
st ereen verson prouced some years
250, 1t wiling 1o et ] yous
o tho stoy untold the sceond time on
celulid. 1 know youlze going o sarce
Wi me that i s ottt times btter
han th st edtion—and ot because T
T it
In'nding Miss Eltor, plexso b advised
that Tue g mysolf another o0 oxira
Jobfive daya with The an in the Iron
ok, an Biard Sl prodction. Wire
1€ you vt m to give you the Iowdown
on the igher ups i & A 54 wide open
5 Martha Raye's mouth for sesguments





