[image: ][image: ]
Gary’s last remark here about being misquoted as wanting a lily white virgin refers the article titled “Gary’s Lily White Bride – Jun 1933” also posted here. 
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—that’s one reason Gary
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By DICK MOOK

ing around the studios prying into the personal affairs of

some of the leading male luminaries in an effort to dis-
cover if they ever intended entering into what Bing Crosby
would describe as “a state of connubial bliss”. Gary was
among the elect.

At that time his reasons for not marrying were what might be
classified as “expedient.” “I think it would hurt me in a business
way,” he explained. “Letters from my fans say ‘Please don’t get
married.’ T came into this business because I thought I could make
good at it and, being in, I want to go clear to the top. I honestly
think marriage would interfere with that. Mind you, I don't say if
I were in some other business I'd have married—I can’t tell about
that—but being in the business I am, I haven’t permitted myself to
think about it.”

Well, three years have passed since then. Much water has flowed
under the bridge, many drinks across the bar (my own bar, that is,
because Gary seldom takes anything stronger than milk) and many
parts across the silver screen. Gary has gone from leading man “clear
to the top.”

He’s one of the biggest boxoffice draws in the business and the
pride of the Paramount lot as their chief exponent of masculine sex
appeal. And that sex appeal is no product of the publicity depart-
ment’s imagination. It’s as genuine as Peggy Hopkins Joyce’s dia-
monds. No longer ago than last night I heard a married lady whisper,
“That guy has got what it takes. He’s the only man in the world
I’d leave my husband for.”

BUT—he’s still single. The editor of SCREEN PLAY having a
memory like an elephant’s and a curiosity in keeping with it, now
demands to know “Having gone clear to the top, why doesn’t Gary
marry ?”

THREE years ago the editor of Screen Play sent me chas-

HIS amours have been too well publicized to need any rehashing

here. That the publicity attendant on them has been distasteful

to him is proven by a remark he made to me recently. “When people

start asking you questions about your private affairs all you can do is
[Please turn to page 54]
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deny that you have any. They'll print
what they please about you, anyhow,
but if you deny everything at least they
can’t quote you, If you give them any-
thing at all to quote they twist it around
and make a perfect fool of you.”

In the face of all these ‘“private
affairs”—of the almost fanatic devotion
with which women regard him—it is
difficult to understand why he hasn’t
married—why he won't marry.

I ran on the great lover between shots
on the set of Design for Living. On the
occasion of our first meeting he was
engaged in the homely task of shaving.
This time he was engaged in the even
more homely act of sleeping—one of his
most pronounced characteristics.

“I will marry,” Gary exclaimed when
I had prodded him into -consciousness
and put the question. fairly up to him.
“Not, however,” he added, “for three
or four years, And,” hastily, “I haven't
found the girl yet.”

“Why not for three or four years?”
I demanded.

“Lots of reasons,” he responded. “For
one thing, I don’t want to get married
until I can really work at it. I mean,
until I'm in a position where I don’t
have to make so many pictures, Then
I can have some time off to have a little
fun with my wife. For another thing,
the way it is now, if I have a couple of
months off I like to go on a big game
hunt. I don’t think that's the right
place for a woman and there are darned
few wives who would be content to have
a husband leave her at home for that
long when there was no absolute neces-
sity for it.

“THE main thing that frightens me
about marriage at the moment is the
appalling number of divorces there are
out here. You see people whom you know
well and whom you know are great
scouts individually, unable to hit it off.
It makes you wonder what’s wrong with
marriage. You can’t help but shy away
from it when you’d have to marry and
live under the same conditions as your
friends.and see so many of them failing
to make a go of it.

“I want to see something of the world
before I settle down and so far I've only
explored it a little around the edges.”

“Thanks a lot, Gary,” I exclaimed
fervently because, for Gary, he’d done
a powerful lot of talking. “I know the
editor will appreciate your candor and
he’ll be able to sleep nights, now that
this is, off his mind. And I know that
hundreds of thousands of girls all over
the world will attack the beauty parlors
with renewed determination since they
know there’s a chance for them.”

“You — I”  Gary grinned, *“Is
nothing sacred? However, as long as
you're getting so personal, you might
add that when I do marry, despite the
remark attributed to me in a recent
interview (which I never made), my as
yet unselected bride doesn’t have to be
a Lily White Virgin!”
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