[image: ][image: ]
image1.jpeg
P —————

13

Gary—As He Is

i of refreshing silence in the babel of Hollywood is the theme of this sympathetic analysis of

Gary Cooper, whose many layers of reserve are explained, though not penetrated.

By Margaret Reid

FEW years ago, at a Montmartre dinner party
which | attended. one of the guests was an unduly
all and lean young man. Because he was shy to

the blushing poiut, hervous to the perspiring point, and

a very poor dancer 10 boot, i pleased the young ladics

of the group o snub i, ' No ane knew who he was,

or particularly cared. and he Spent a thoroughly miser-
able evering, duc to the efforts of the bal-mannered

Femmes,

Trmagine, then, our embarrassment 1o recognize him
some time lter as the gallant, young Cadet IV hite, of
“Wings”"  Lite is, [ often say, like that

Our only consolation s that to this day Gary Cooper
s ot a social Bight. When he is to be found an one
of his rare outings, T gives no more indication of po-
tential fascinatian than he did before fame marked him.
Fascination, that s, in the pyrotechnic manner
to which Hollywood is aceustomed. ~ There is

proponderaice of “personality boys” who
donvinace gatherings by sheer force.  They are
terribly gay, and the charm they throw out is
less charning than ofsy, but gets over, be-
canse of the indonsitable will bebind & Tn
suclh 2 batle of the fittest to survive, Jud

Cooper's nice son is ficked from the start.

Wit is even nicer, he docsi't give 2 whoop.

His job is making pictures 10 rejoice the
hearts of fans. But his fife is lived wit
hinself, and his quizzical, blue eyes are fo-
cused on the vast phins of Momana—more
ral to him than the macadanized
Boulevard on which he drives

His heart will always be on the
prairics of his boyhood. He makes no
Sentimental allusions 1o this, but it is
manifested in his every thought. Gary’s
s patriotism i Jis best esoleric sense
ot unthinking excitement ¢ the
Sight of 3 Mag, of the sound of & mill-
tary air, but 2 quict, steady love for his
ot cotntry, s Aontans

Horn in Montana of English parents
casting their lot in the new country, Gary's
official home was Helen, where I {ather
s & superior-court judge,  His real home
was his father's catle ranch sisty-five miles

boy at
fhe
the

from the city, on the headuaters of the Mlis-
sour River.

“The process of learning to walk was alier-
nted with the mastery of riding and swim-

ming.  When he was nine, the small seri
ous cowbay was separated from his beloved
borse and prairie trails. Taking Gary and
lis brother, Arthur, irs. Cooper went to
England 10 visit relatives. For three and a
Ball years the two unwilling e Montan
bays “were coerced into Eion jackets and
sarhed colas o a Dediordshire ool

eir_one satistaction, albeit a gloomy one,
was the imovie theater where they s cvery
Western picture shown, and carefully pointed

——

Gary is 3 com-

gifeer of
Sonievird
and the. whims
Spubiicap

ot to their envious classmates the dangerous and Tndian-
Fidden contry which was scuselly therr hime

Back in Moniam, an automolile in which he
driving 10 school with iriends vas overtumed;
Gary went to the hospital with 2 broken hip. His
valescence over and crutches discarded, e begged
mission to leave school for o while

His father sent him to the ranch where, for two
years, under the guardian eye of an Tndian squavs. he
Fanged the broad ile in complete Treedom, His com-
panion was the squa’s son, 3 boy of his own age.
Together they rode. swam,  trapped, chapped wood,
rounded up cattle, in eontented amity, a dosen words said
betuween them maling a day of garrulous conversation.

per-

Back in high school at bronaed, Tithe, and
sturdy, he completed the four-year course it two nd &
Ialf, and entered Grinnell Colige. There,

studying art witls the intention of
aar e restless
years and left for California

Thanksgiving Day, 192
of the a s Angel
Tanky, serious youth who wanted a job 15 st
cartoonist. The only result was 2. job
advertising space on theater curtuin
shree months Gary was. wel

Tecling, however, a low desire for a bit of
cash, e tendered his resignation and set out to
investigate Hollywoad. Getting extra work was

easy in any pictire at all horsy. “The
Eagle™ is only one of the films n which
Gary galloped for seven fifty a day.

After a year of atmosphere and bits, he
was clevated o leading man opposite Eileen
Sedgwick, in a two-reel Western, A
ager wha' saw this opus tested him for the
edle of dbe Lee, in “The Winning of Bar.
bata Worth." As you know, he got the job

Signed by Paramount as soon as this w
released, e sarted fmmediately on “Wings.
In the small but efiective part of Codet
7hite, he began 4 rapid ascent to his pres-
ent satus of one of the most vahiable box-
offce names in the business

That he enjoys his suceess s inevitable,
but e does so without excitement. I he is
actively thriled by i, this fecling rosts
quietly within his many layers of reserve
He gives the impression of & cangenital -
difference that i not at all unpleasant in this
gesticulating connunity

He is, here and there. dubbed highhat
and dunb, which bothers Gary not at all
He gocs his unchirusive way. too aware of
the ‘urimportance of papular opinion 10
cliange his demeanor. Likewise fully con.
scious of the worth of sockl intrigue in the
colony. it is seldom that he can be forced
to attend local functions.  On the rare
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Continued from page 45

accasions when b docs o, e sits
iary, shy and 1 5t ease.” He s
o Sl ke and s disconcered by
o wh 1k e they v note
B

Wi inerviewsd e is saely
diressed. Trying camesty 1o an
hn s v manasylbics, he
Tacs i and dow a hunied ook T
T "Candia ey, When e s con-
scious of speaking Tor pubiiaton,
e overomes i, He sldo
Loies ™" Wi he docs, 1 ary
a0ds 1o the charm of 1. In repose
i a1y marospective and sobex
Beyond s yearer - Smiling, b 13
vy youns, delighifl.

Bt dresing up, and i gene
craly 1 b S i S eages bis e
Fosish, Gn an oason When he
o iacd for.pictres . evening
athe: the siing ran over & period
of thece daga, Cary aceving & the
i in g, i, bt havin for-
Coien frc b waisteot thes e
Sind, then s dres te. The situa:
ion “was Faally szved by s moher
Wi sesembie s atife herselt

e with s parents i i
pravling house st I o fdhioned
Sariaon " comrathe siret
ractursly mot. mportant, s
hamelike cofor & somechng of
acievement i3 Hollywood. ® Judge
Cooper Iy refired 490 ks 1 e
i s, Cooper fesousy Swer-
e Gary’s it g welfare. A
nergeic, neligent woman, she also
st for cvi and ehriy work
i prestent of the vl Mon-
fina Sadery. T bt his parents,
Howerer, Gary is the primary er-
et i e,

Wit i fater, Gary i opening &
dule ranch n Mo, Preparac
\ioas iave been g on for @ year
G i g Wil s reads’ for
cccupation, Already the wising s
o Hollywood people is long. Gary
R absorbed in he ventuee Gnding,
Gbviouy, an outlt for s nostalis

e WAl of s drecsing room 3¢
dccoraed th Stufed pics—ihe
tixidermy having ben peformed by
Gary el sters s peis, On
Ui dressing table s 3 culing o,
Torgtton by & hairdresser during the
kg of, “The Wit Song. in
i Gary subimitd to the.igno:
i of heving his lair corled. “He
TR o part with th o, nding
¥ comventint 5 & cigarete. lighter
A “Phonograph i one. comer i3
iocked Wi cowboy it monain:
e conds, iy one f whic he
Roows by heae s plays comstanly.

In the matter of romance he has
schicved attention snonialocs to his
personalty. 1t is the consensus of
i i Gary i o e
an pursuer. Clara Bow and Lu
Velez, with both o whon s mime
s beon linked, are famously sirene
cal i type. Gary's nterest in them
scems. incongros, indicating, pers
haps, the (e for the. sensational
which baanees s otherwvise conserve
aive i The vlcaic’ Lipe
ey e entarrasel Wi by fer
demonstrativencss, regardiess of tme
or place, but the ehivalry which s &
defiite part of Gary would keep his
enbnrrasament concesled.

The darnands made upon s per-
sonal fie are & source of discomfort
o him, He s terriied at the pros-
pect of an enforced public appear-
e, such 35 his ntroduction 1o the
Sudience a1 & premicre. On these
occasions fis face is hotly scarlet, his
o dewed with perspiration.  After
agonized, incolierent attempis at
Siceck, b retrats in haste his col-
A wited and Iis eyes plased.

s o iea of pleasue is riding,
swimining, or driving his_car, for
il Seoms o e o i
His riding % an_esthetic ddight o
abserve, Cary and the horse benath
Tim, Tumctoning in pericet. byt

i i seor. Winea
aricular, “The Virginian Wi
{5 b of bis personliy is sl
the preéminent reason for his popu-
Hariy, his work i sl s intelligent
ol admirably restrained.  He sl-
dom offers suggestons for 2 seene,
presuning, sensbly, that the diector
Fuows 8 e, e s ling
singing lessons, showing promise o
ot o, Siting for sl -
forcs and portraits i3 one of his
prime aversions.  When fnaly cor-
‘alled and posed, T grimaces seif-
consciously, and with distaste, up (0
e moment of the camera's clck.

His closes friend is Richard Ar-
len, and hetween them exists a deep
affiction. Gary is cssentially, one
concludes, @ man's man—most at ease
in the understanding freedom o mas-
culine sociey.  When, however, ro-
mance docs ek him out, e is 1b-
Sorbed by it with no hint of fivolity.

For frivolity of any ind he has
it talent. In the midst of Hol-
Iywood babel e is an area of re-
freshing_slence, The charge that
he says fitde because he has nothing
to say, sebounds, wnder his quizzica
indiffecence, back to. the bringers of
it, who say 2 great deal that means
norbing.





