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W Meet John Doe. Not the unknown
criminal of police court pariance but
2 big, ranay right-handed pitcher n &
sk Ieague baseball team, a guy wih &
puszled expression. o wind-up ke Christy
Hiatheweon and the. femperament ant
bacground of Dizzy Dean.
“Thats Gary Cooper in the name part of

his job and almost his mind before ok Frank Capra's Iatet addition 1 his por-
ait galery of ovable and (ainly cuckon
last of adventures is complate Americans. Mr. Deeds, it will be remem-

bared, went. to town nder M. Caprals
direction. M. Smith went to Washingon.
v NCANTG i Doe,in the present undertaking, focs
S5 RUNCANEENDER EES ke and beaeeky I U g i
For ihe gond round sum of S150000 of
his own money, M. Capra el In et
John Do, vhst happers when o preity
i, country bell-player burns s arm out
pitching 3 19-inning game. He goes on
e b Mr. Capra comches, and mests
0 with a whimsica hobo (Waliee Bren-
). who moculate i with pilosophy.
"The proces by which the plched-out
picher” Toses his idendty and becomes
Joha Do is bound up with a irulation-
bualding stunt dreamed up by Barbara
Stamwyck, who plays he conductor of the
O and B coumn on & metropolitan
newspape. From there on John e the
e comer of an emtional maelscom
made up of qual parts of rapdly revoe
ing money, power, love and fyseria:
Frank Capra, 3 s his custom painis
bis big Scenes with a broad brush, When
Ristory requires a o, h hires a o
of 4000 people. When the seript calls for
it he s o it hat furniture, hats, and
2 few headsare banged up
John Doe s the fist producton venture
of'a new company caled Frank Capre,
Tnc. The incorporators are Frank Capra
andhis writr-oliaborator RobertRiski,
it whom he has made cleven pitures,
Sach o successtul han s predecessor
Every nickel that goes Into John Doe 18
out of the treasury of Frank Capra, Inc.
though the picture is being made at the
bugs Warner Brothers plant in Burbank
and will be sold to heaters & Warmer
Brothers merchandise.
i3 mothing umosualfo » ranking pro-
ducer-drecioe 1o s up s ovs company.
Reren have done it withvarying degreee
of succes. What i unusue aboat the
Capra venture is that he s lying out
i ovn maney and not drawing any.
sslary o hi efors, staking e
hances of profit enirely an_the
s sccrptance of his work
Riskin, " (Contivued on pege 461

Gars Cooper pracices some.
inding up. for hix rale
"o the - evmsiry bessimil
Dlaer, “sud  Barbars
Sty gets fnio the
gkt mood for her
ol of the roush and
ready newipaper gal
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another dead game sport i abiding by the
e s mal it e B ol
o tho fin for the exset sum of zoro,
"The joint secrifee represcnted by fhe
refusalofthe o head mer 1o sccept heis
Tegular fee s Semcwhers sround SS00000
Tuck this onta he cah outlay and John
Doe becomes 8 $2,00000 plcture, which
i€ certainty il apear to e on the sereen
“Thisisa new idea in picture-making.
| Copra deciared, “If it works it will Be
sricly wonderful, because all the Toney
e ave. Taid out wil be In the pitare
Tuenty.five per cort of the value wont
be' deducied in_ advance on scosunt of
producer’s wages and story rights

“And suppasing it docen't work?” &

|| heckler inguired.

I i dosert wrk, Capra will be good
and broker” he sdmitted. "Bt Tve sl

|| ot o hands snd 1 can start all over
Sgain Tve taken a ot out of pictares and
T not heitating to pt some thng back "

Same of the things Capea 1s puttieg into
ol Do besdes his brsins and his ik
Toll sre th services of Gary Cooper and
Barbara Stamwyel, both od favorites of
hiswho have clicked handsomely in high-
priced fime: Edward Arnold,  Walter
Brenan (the old Acadomy Award stand-
by, Jimmy Glesson, Warren Hymer and
175 other actors with speaking role.

Mice Stamevck s 3 ot of Ik plece
the Capra carasr, having stsved i ive of
the e gant’s productans, a fecord ap-
proschod by no other Hollywood per-
Boomer

Barbar's private explanation of the
magnifcent ffors hor prosent divector
Shways gets from his cast i that every.
ody o the pay ollfecs 5 i he's In the
deciding gere of the World Seris

Ho'‘bears down on overy pitch” she
ssseris, “There's no dlaling, no careless.
ness, o improvising. You know In the
Bt place that it not by accident that
you got the job. Capra can got anybody
o wants In Hollywood and he studies 3
Tong time belore making decsions about
casting. The very fact that you've landed
on s pay roll i atering, because you
Knows youre in fst company. Everybody
around you fecs that way oo

“Franik fs sn stor’ direstor who knows
both s o thecamers. When he' hining
up 8 chot 'l ol around on the st in
ot of the Yrm, picking up books: apess

Remove It Thi
e Eaty Way... Use oot i

corton sround the end of an oraogewood
: Sarnrar with Tecal s pply e mile
d canicl sfton Wipe it away wich  owel.
b armarcd o the. ek Op sals ot all
counien. Trimal Labe, Inc, Los Angeles
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and props and geting the fel of thers 50
e can project himsel nto the scene st
band

I John Doe the acing s cut down 0.2
miimum becsuse i shoceing players
Capra e operated an » theory tnat he
calls sullimatd type-casing. This means
that Gary Coaper in rel T could pass
for a baseball ptcher, and 1 could pass for
& rough-snd-tumble nevapeper. dame,
ehich i ol right with ma snd Gary."

There's no denying that Barbara, with &
pencl clenched between her teeth, 3
Ermdze on her rose and gl of iré n
e cye, looks like s disillstion o s the
ewepaper £als over ot Joose 5 lacerste
he emarons of tha reading public: And
Gary Cooper, palming & rgulston Horse-
Fide ball in his long spatulate fngers
ooks ke thepiteher every sendiot novice
i the Lind hopes t grow up to bo.

‘The Cooper characteriation s one that
wil indear him forever o the kids of the
country and do i no herm with his adult
folowers, male and femae. He i dis-
covered on the hreshold of big-lesgue
recogrition, with 3 teout for the warld
Gharmplons siting i the stands watching
his performance.

The game gocs ton extra innings and
when the big-league ivory-hunter infer-
views his prospect afer his grueling rial
Gary hs to confoss is e i dead. From
ther until the inal fadeout his chiel s
bion s to scrape together enough money
o g6t e broad-winning arm beck. I
shape, and it 3 seramble full of detours
and heartaches

Cooper looks lice s ball-pleyer that
Pegle and Lardne snd Bolger and Bil
SeCoehan would have faken 40 1
hearts, a lio on the playing feld and on
the sreet 3 big unsophisicated bumpkin
it  specialied outlock on e, & chain-
Fore'sut and & polka-dot e, Tn short,
John Doe, s good fllow who got shart-
Chansed on his huee

I Before the camers Gary wears base-

ball fanoels a5 though the standard
uniform had boen designed for bim. His
ccach in bascball tiquatie and the art of
theowing was his pal, George Raft, an old
bush-laague player himielf,once an oena~
ment of the Hariord team of the Exttern
League. George swapped his baseballlore
for Tssons in tenrie, st which Gary it &
wizard

Some of the mtiet scenes callfor John
Do equipped with basebal]cap and love,
1o do Some indoar pitching, with grest
resultant wrecksge of plte glase and ob-
jecs of art In theee sequences his catcher
is Walter Brennan, another Cooper pal.
who i the Joh Doe seript i caled upen
Torbe » fellow-habo of the star.

"Thic bitof s was o clse to home.
that 3 borderad on autabiogeaphy for oth
blayers. Shordly afier hs aeival in Holly-
Wood from Montana, Gary teamed with
Brennan and Siim Telbo, another Mon-
sanan, t hust extra work in the studios
Someimes they found s bt otener they

., with the result hat ane gray day
feund them down 10 8 botle of milk and
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some buns or breakfast,lunch and diner.
Soine lnes in the John Doe scrpt were
lered 1o Bt that loe-water mark of the
Sob-huniing tri.

Today, some twelve_years sfer the
milk-and-bun episode, Talbot snd Been
nan snd Cooper are together again, Talbot,
iter abandoning Hollywood to s faa and
becoming an aviator with 2400 hours -
ing time snd & Mexizan caloneley 1o hie
cxcdit, I back again on the old stamping
Ground, now serving as Gary's stand.
And Waller, the top character actor i
Hollywood 1f the Academy of Motion
Pictire Ars and Sclencer krows how to
pick champlon, rounds out the tri.

W During the sirlane sequences photo-
grephed st the Grand Contral Alr
Torminal, Talbot and Cooper proved
themselves weather prophets of big-
Iosg calbre, Slim roicd on hie fying
Gbservation and Gary simply wot an index.
finger and stuck It up in the brecze, but
they out-caleulated tho experts never-
theless
‘One cloudy marnin the oficial weather
repont proghesied clear weather before
Sundown, The John Doc camersman
Ceameramen have to be weather sharps,
to0) guesed the s would pop ot st
12:30. The feld meteorciogit reying on
instruments and official reports, put the
hour at 12. Cooper and Talbo, tsing
nothing but Black magie, guessed the
Slouds: would disappess 4t 1:05. They
missed by only fve ssconds.

W I addiion to hs qualifcations a3 30
actor and weather proghet, Gary
demonatrated sl tht h . super-sales.
man of the simple lfe. On every picture
e manages 1o infect some fellow-player
ik the ranch-owming bug. Five years
g hisprocpect was . Farrel MacDonald,
Whoforthalth went shopping in the Rogue
River country of Oregon and picked him-
el hame on the range. O the Jokn Doe
Blayers, six have succumbed o Gary's
Sl talk, Walter Brennan belng the
Rottest iminsdiate prospect. The instant
the picture s previewed he wil set ofl
o the Rogue River with 4 chéckbook in
his packet
Burbara Stamwyck, an old hoss-bresder
erself needs o urther caolin 0 induce
her 10’ lake up the simple e on the
Fancho.

B For Barbars, John Doe is a reunion

picture mot suly with Gary bt with
many another old colloague of the movie
campaigns. Rod. LaRocque, making &
Fenuine comeback 4 a deputy villan on
he staft o Chiel Monace Bdvward Armld,
made his last movie sppearsnce 35 & star

n & pleture called The Locked Door in
which Barbara, then a voung striver,
played a comparativel light part.

Rod's return to the movie wars has o
ecoomic mative whatever. Sl rich and
Southiul, he ot tred of raveling and of
ovising fresh ways to amuse himsell So,
ke Richard Barthelmess, he got oui the
old make-up kit and went back 1o the
g that gave him the mest satsfaction

Since the hesday of D. W. Grifith, he
coulin't have enlisted under the banne of
2 better—equipped movie showman than
Capra, master at one of mass movement
and infinte detal

B No betr example of the Capra

method could be found than a pai of
unrelaed sequences. centering _around
John Dos, The first is & poltesl mese
meeting. The scene is Vrgley Feld, Loe
Angeles, convoried fo one week only ints
an amphitheater.

‘Banners proclaim the presence of dele-
gates from every stte In the union and
from such towns s Moberly, Wakesha,
Juiper, Tlare and Chester. Sunlight arcs
Food the 6eld and v asistant directors
heed theis batilions of actor inta poc-
tion.

Everybody with 2 ticket from 300 to
700 move aver from Oklahora to Mis-
Soui?” “All you Maine peopl, aise your
Gnbrellas for one reesreal”

Cooper and Amald wse the home team
dugout fo an emergency dresing room o
Feadiust e make-up. From sundown
il midoight Capra's deputies marshil
el masses of peopl int psiton. Then,
ata signal from the boss, the whole mols
breaks out in & wel-driled rot, realisic
bt careiully rehearsed, that lasts untl
dawn. That's the Capra o the broad brush
arwork.

“The next scenc is the interlor of an
office. Gary, carefully dressed in now
Slothes, enters stz down in 8 chair and
hrows hisTogs up on a deck, feet pointed
foward the camers

“Cut” Disector Capra orders in  con-
versational tone

“The camera siops, the lights fade and
there 15 huried sonsulation around the
director's chair. A property man busties
forward with s minute label and afixes
11 the sole of one of Gary's hoes.

“The'dhoes are supposed o be brand
new, Capra explaing. The priceteg helpe
o gt the idea over quicker

1{sa common assumption around Holly-
o0 that Capra is gambling a million and
Tl on Joln Dot. Peopla who fal for
. idea don't realize that Capra never
marked a price ag wrong yet. John Doe
8 marked “Two Millon Delars” nd from
& seat in the grandstand it looks lke &
ood buy at the price.





