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Sometimes the best stories on Holly-
wood are to be found in the editor’s
personal mail. This letter was so
interesting (hat we asked permission
(0 print it just as it came in from

KATHERINE ALBERT

Dear Liewellyn:

L really can't lame it on the vacation Id planned
1o take for s long, for, when 1 got your note asking
me 1o do a Gary Cooper story 1 sl had two more
Working weeks. I called the studio right away 1o
Livange sn sppaintment. 1 realy did that at oncs.
But they tld e Gary was busy working his fin-
cers  the boe for the sake of his art and a pltry
fortune. However, he would be through the big
emotional scencs in The Cowboy and the Lady very
Soon and 1 would be called In a day or so-

For the next couple days I forgot sbout Gary
Cooper. 1 realize that that must seern fantastic
o thoss hiandreds of thousande of she-folk who
palpiatn whon Gary s0 much as flekers an
Syebrow in their direction. Bt other hings
were happening in my lfe. Things lke
Robert Teylor

T hadn' seen Bob Taylor for a couple of
years and T wanted to. Sure, T resiae that
lant exactly big news when & member
of the feminine sex wants & see Taylor
Sou remember that 1 interviewed him
shortly after he made his At spec-.
{acular success and 1 was curions
o know what had happened 1o
him since, in spite of what you
i tald me,

"At dinner that night (1t okay,
Barbara was there, 100) I found
out, and Tl have £ acknowledge
that the years and the success
haven't changed him at all.

T half expected him o bo sn M8
shiectionable show-ofi—a kid like
that yanked straight out of college

o become public glamour boy
umber one.” He . He' sime
Py grateful and humble snd says
e Goeen't know & damm

about this acting business. He
Femaine ona of those quist lads
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1 serually forgot that he was in the
Soom for mimates a1 4 tme

“Thats parlly because of Barbara. 1
didn' forget or a minute that she was in
the room,  She's Sl just the ten funniest
‘omen—that's who she . When she tells
A story poaple never Jet her get 1o the
point bocause they'ea laughing fo0 much
at all he side romarks she's making.

rend ot
s ho ssked what her name would be
if she married Bok. "Why, Mrs. Robert
Taylor,of course.”

“No said the wag, “You're wrong
Your name would be uby Brugh'
(Figured it out? T had to think  couple
of minutes before T remembered that
Barbars’s real name was Ruby Stevens
and Taylor was christned Arlingion
Brugh) Barbara said right then and
there i was all of. Ruby “Brow” just
ain't no name for a great big glamorous
movie ster.

T really hink theyl marey eventully
in spile of it Bob is devoted to her and
why shouldn' he be. She's one of the
Swellst gal In the world and he seems
L0 enjoy belng treated 4 she treats every-
body, in thet sor of brcery, sazual, of-
hind manner, But she thinks he's a thor_
oughly regular, grand kid.

Forgive me for rarabling on ke this.
You know how things go in Hollywood 20
it'seems sily o explain, but [ want fo be
Sure you understand fust what happened
about Gary Coopar's sory.

W1 started worrying about it in the

middle of that pertecly grand even-
ing and.en the way home I bogan think-
ing of things 1 remembersd shout Gary
that T wanted to work in 33 background
for my story.

T met i fest when he was engaged to
Liupe Velez. A, those ncrodible even-
ng? at Lupe's house with Gary as out of
place in that wild menage as Dietichs
yelhes on Joe E. Brown.

He would sit around strumming & gul-
tar and singing mournful cowboy songs
while Lupe wie welcaming sight accor-
dion players, a” couple of organ-grinder
monkeys and an English butler all of
whers e playing or chattering or bov-
ing st once. without Gery’s paying the
st atienion o them,

Tupe would be screaming and sveryons
dancing and 1 swear we woslan' hava had
& single deisk.  Lupe's presence wis
st enough. And thers would be
Gary seatcd near the Breptace with s
long lgs steiched aut scross the foor
Singing those cowboy tunes.

‘One night Lupe stumbled aver his egs
and fol fst on her face. “Darn your
logs” she shouted. T guess T weel bite
one of your lega” This she proceeded
s

Gary kept sght on playing and singing.
‘Then Lups said to mo, “Bite Gary's leg”

s 1 said poltly, “No, thank you,
and then 1 thought maybe T should
because i might be something 1o tell my.

grandehildren so 1 did—but not very hard.
Thaven't any grandchidren but i T ver
do Tl el them

Tt was all wrong—Gary's snd Lupe's
engagement—sxcept 25 some fantastc
Show to watch, yet in hs sirango Westorn
way Gary was fond of her and thelr part-
ing hit him rathor hard

e went 1o Afrcs or somewhere to
shoot g game and forget o siopped on
the way home in England and bought
himself some Bond Street clothes. Be-
fore that Gary had never cared about
clothes—an o1d pair of slacks and & sweat
hit way good enough for him. But he
liked ‘his new clothes now and, rather
on the datensive he asked, “Don't you see
< diference in e

Although he was trying to be very
sophisticated and man of the world (and
ot maling tao good & job of 1), T could
see that Gary had grown up. He waen't
hat slow kid aimessly wicking around.
Hollywood sny longer

B Woll planning on using this stoft
somewhere in my story 1 called
Gary's studio bright and early the next
marning. He was on location and 1 ad-
mit 1 el relieved becauen that was the
day Joan Crawlord wis having sn all day.
e and badminton party and I did
ank to g0
1 don't need to tel you the party was
wondoréul. Beautiful movie strs bess-
fiflly draped  (Continued on page ST]





image3.jpeg
Rop!

(Contied
B i T
oot el arved hourty. he_gonden

stretching far back A couple more bes
tiful movie stars playing badminton and
Cesar Romero (have you ever been able
to figure out why they call him “Butch?”)
trying to make up his mind whether he
would feel betler or worse for going into
the pool. Ray Milland sitting in the shade
reading magazines.

But Ray Niven was there so 1 didut
care whai clse happened. I owe him a
debt of gratitude for a valuable lesson he.
taught me. T'm the sort of person who
prefaces every story with, “Just listen to
this. I¢s the funniest thing you've ever
heard. You'll simply die over it After
such 2 bulld-up ' lucky if I get even
a polite snicker.

Niven has a different technique. Tn that
quiet way he begins, *1 shall tell you a
story. Tm sure it won't make you laugh.”
And he tells you something so seream-
ingly funny you're rolling on the foor.

Ray Milland and George Murphy had
to ga home sometime during the after-
noon t0 feed their respective dogs. What
with Sunday traffic we were alresdy
seated at the dinner table when they re-
turned since Joan was running a movie
that night which had to be out of hor
house by nine o'elock for someone clse to

Poor Ray, excited by holding things up
Iike that turned over a glass on Joar's best
linen, Niven turned to Mes. Milland and
Sald, “Sol He's not only late but dirty.”

B It was Mrs. Milland who reminded mo
about my undone story—and Id been
trying to push it back into a dusty mental

2 Gal

from page 3]

pigeon hole. She confided that for years
Gary Cooper had been her favorite screen
Star, At last she met him and was putting
her hest foot forward when Ray, who, like
most husbands can be such a big help at
& time like that, came up and said, “Mal’s
a pretty nice girl, Gary.”

Gary said he had found that out and
Mal fet wonderdul,

“Except fof one thi

She's crazy about you

Mal said she felt simply tersible but that
Gary was still her favorite and she told
me she had heard from people who had
been an the set that The Cowboy and the
Lady was the best flm Gary has made
since Mr. Deeds and she was mad to sce
it

‘So that night T was stll thinking about
Gary and T knew that L simply had to see
him the next day because time was fying |
as time does. 1 wondered if meybe Gary
was golting temperamental, Could it be
that he was going ritzy about inter-

1 thought shout how amazed eversone
was when Gary married a soeial zogister
il. Folks said they couldn't imagine that
Long tall cowboy keeping pace with a sas—
siety girl like Sandra Shaw. Yet onee
Gary's father had told me, “All this stuff
about Gary's being & cowboy is a laugh.
Why, the boy was educated in England.
If you want to know about Gary you
Should interview me not him."

Was he reverting to type, maybe? Had
the erities’ raves he's gotten gone fo his
head? T'm not asking you Lm just telling
you what was going through my mind that
Dight on the way home from the party.
But T answered those questions myself by

Ray went on.
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socaling something that had happened
couple years ago.

Thiad wanted @ specialy posed picture
of Gary nd had talked to his press agent
Gbout . *Gary's being diffeult,” the PA
Sckd, “1 can tll you Tight now he wan't
o that picture. No wse even asking him "

"As T was leaving the studio 1 saw Gary
coming in. Just on the chance that the
press agent might be wrong [ ssked Gary
o do the pietur.

He smiled that slow smile, “Sure he
s, before T even told him what it was
about. 1 you've got the time 1l do it
right now” And e went to the pho-
tographer's and the picture ws taken.

T ihanked Gary, Dot mention it Any
time. You know that”  Gary smiled
apsin—that slow warm smill coning up
ke the daven across s fsce. And T Knew
then that anybody vith that kind of smile
ust docsn't o temperamental

S0 ot the studio an the telephore and
explained that T was leaving town next
ey and 1 roceived their promise that 1
would be culled hack In the covrse of a1
Bour. But the owful thing s thet 1 wasn't
there when the call camel Ten minutes
after Thad spoken to Gary's studio, Joun
Crsaeford called and asked me to come out
for luncheon. 1 told myself it was my pro-
fesional duty to go because that would be
2 big smash story for you If she talked
Sbout her separation from Franchot, and
Dtturally | hadr't brought up hat a¢ her
big party.

Joun s having a singing lesson when
Lartived, so 1 listened ta that voiee that’s
<0 steong and tewe she seems to bo pulling
the notes right up from her painted focs.
Lunchean was announced ust as the ast
Tow G s Fumbling around in the music
room and you canft get intimate when 3
butler s hovering near. And by the time
e had recovered from lunchean there
s haeseback riding to be done.

But on the way to the stables T honestly
ssked Joan what she intended sayint
about the separtion for publcation. And
She said she did't intend to say sy hing,
hat there wasu't any b inside story, and
that she didn't know wht more 10 say.
Hoesty mado me agree that she was quite
gt and that anybody with ek of sense
coukd see that the whele trouble was that
Evanchot wanted ane kind of it and she
‘another,

B So that was that and 1 el guilty be-
cause 1 had enfoyed myself so much
it B Vgt Yok e T ]
e horses and didn' have any big smah
story for you. When I got bick home the
Studio had called snd 1 could have scen
Gary that afternoon but i wes too Tat.
Gary bad left the studio, and 1 had to
teave Hollywood, and T dkdn't have the
story from Joan, and 1 didn't have the
Story from Gary, and 1 feel terrible abot
e whale thing.
Yours apolegstiealy,
KATHERINE ALBERT.





