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BY PETE

M He is Hollywood’s favorite boots and spurs man. He is the
living personification of The Virginian, with a dash of the
Boy Scout and a smattering of the simple philosopher.

He has reduced cat-naps to a fine art.

He seldom wears a hat. He likes Brussels sprouts. He hates
hurrying. He was taken to England, at the age of 9, in accord-
ance with an old family tradition. He attended grammar school
at Dunstable Bedfordshire.

His name is Gary Cooper.

His first leading lady was Eileen Sedgwick. His present
leading lady is Laraine Day. He never ventures an opinion
about his leading women. He is mad about motor cars.

He has Hollywood’s shyest smile. He dislikes all types of
conversation. His favorite pastime is whittling. He has the finest
collection of razor-edged knives in town. He stands six feet two
and a half inches in his shower.

He whittles boats for the kids of the men around the studio.
He loathes exotic foods. He is very sensitive. He rarely listens
to the radio. He thinks women's hats are surprising. He has
no use for bicycles.

He is the second son of ex-Justice Charles Cooper of the
Montana Supreme Court. He is a splendid marksman, and a
superb hunter.

He has a brother, Arthur, who runs a fuel company in Helena,
Montana. He is an expert fisherman, and uses a minimum of
make-up. He likes eggs for breakfast

He suffered an automobile injury in his early youth. He is
very self-conscious on the dance floor. He would rather sleep
than take a drink. He adores his mother who lives in Beverly
Hills. He hates putting on evening clothes,

He has made up his mind to have a ranch in Montana when
he retires. He has a daughter, Maria, age 5. He dislikes being
interrupted at anything he is doing. He has one of the best
collections of guns in the world.

He believes in giving the other guy a chance. in everything.
He does the same with animals on a hunting trip. He lik
the deep-fishing waters of Mexico,
and the rolling plains of Idaho. He
doesn’t like seeing himself on the
screen,

His mother’s first name is Alice.
He would rather play cowboys than
any other characters. He originally
wanted to be an illustrator. He
started as a cartoonist on an Helena
newspaper,

He fell for a girl and came to Los

called “Rocky™

r wife
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Angeles to make a stake. He found out that the newspapers
didn’t want him. He turned reluctantly to movie extra work.
He weighs consistently 190 pounds: He married a bit player at
RKO, Sandra Shaw.

He learned that Sandra Shaw was Veronica Balfe, ex-society
girl. He is his own business manager. He makes his home in
Brentwood. He traces a mean figure 8. He likes ice-skating at
Sun Valley best of all.

He is very fond of a nude etching that hangs in the hall of his
home. He likes hearing people call his wife Rocky.

He once shot an eagle with a seven foot spread. He once
paid $26,000 for a Dusenberg. He is a tinkerer at heart. He has
taken both watches and motor cars to pieces. He delights in
putting them back together again.

He has bought cars from Gary Davis for four years. He is
down to Chevrolets and Austins, and was never happier. He
has a soft spot in his heart for Samuel Goldwyn.

He played Lou Gehrig in The Pride of the Yankees. He took
cat-naps after each game. He found that a 1939 Zephyr runs
better with a 1938 carburetor. He likes simple clothes, and akhors
expensive wrist watches. He loves Coca-Colas.

Gary Cooper reads very little. He can punch cows and break
bronchos with the best of the cowboys. He attended Grinnell
College, in Iowa, for two years. He is not a chiseler. He can
shoot an ace spot at ten yards.

He likes melted cheese sandwiches, but he can’t stand uncom-
fortable chairs.

He sits, talks and eats with the other cowboys on the lot. He
stays away from most players. He would much rather not speak
on the telephone. He is bland, blond and has beautiful teeth,

He is a poor letter writer. He doesn’t like that dress shop
in Hollywood taking the name of Sandra Shaw.

He has owned all of 160 automobiles.

He remembers one Christmas Day when his holiday repast
consisted of a sugar roll and a pint bottle of milk. His buddies,
in those early days, were Jim Galen and “Slim” Talbot. He played
in a dog picture, Blind Justice, and the dog got all the notices.
He has an aversion to silk shirts.

Gary Cooper’s first big hit was in The Winning of Barbara
Worth, co-starring Vilma Banky and Ronald Colman. His first
motion picture salary was $75 per week. He smiled his way into
that picture. He did that at a meeting of tough executives who
accepted the smile in lieu of a test,

He arranged for “Slim” Talbot to become his stand-in, which
he is to this day. He made Wings with Clara Bow, It with the
same great star of that cra, and was never idle from then on.
He worked himself into a breakdown. [Continued on page 77]

Gary Cooper at age of six weeks
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[Continued from page 35]

He was once engaged to a girl who
ran away with an lowa druggist. He
thinks walking is silly when horses and
cars are still available. He turns out an
occasional water color which he always
gives away to a friend. He was born
in Helena, Montana, on May 7. He often
hid behind a billboard to wolf down his
last nickel of bread. He gives credit to
THans Tiesler for picking him out of the
extra ranks. He likes broiled tomatoes.

His first horseback success was in
Arizona Bound. He has made friends
with Dr. Wassell, the real-life hero of his
present picture.

He first wore civilian togs in City
Streets, in which he played opposite Syl-
via Sidney.

He joined a big-game hunting expedi-
tion in Africa.

His memory of that trip is still the
highlight of his life. He sailed for the
Dark Continent late in October, 1931. He
took ships, trains, airplanes and rugged
hikes over lofty mountains to penetrate
the stark reality of Africa’s wilderness.
He came away convinced that the trip,
with all its hardships and unusual ex-
periences, had made him a better actor.

His health restored, he was given the
role of the heroic interloper in The Devil
and the Deep, with Charles Laughton and
Tallulah Bankhead. He has made in all
fifty-six motion pictures. He hasn’t made
a personal appearance tour in the last
seven years. He sleeps with all the win-

dows open. He has about the bluest eyes
in Hollywood.

He shared a tent with a Chinese cook
on his very first location trip. He had a
two-room-and-bath tent during the out-
door scenes for Beau Geste. He would be
at home sleeping in a wild-life museum.
He loathes canopied beds, scented soaps,
and too much mirror.

He still remembers his experiences in
Poverty Row with warmth. His wedding
to Sandra Shaw took Hollywood by sur-
prise.

He wasn’t as shy at his wedding as
everyone expected he might be. He
took his bride honeymooning at Phoenix,
Arizona.

He liked his part in Sergeant York tre-
mendously. He doesn’t play gin-rummy.
He can get to sleep by just closing his
eyes. ;

He is a slow eater. He doesn’t snore.
He can sleep through the loudest noises.
He hardly ever dreams.

He wears practically the same Air
Corps uniform in The Life of Dr. Wassell
that he did twenty years ago in Wings.
He has lost all that awkwardness that he

‘had then, much of his original shyness,

but his inability to talk about himself
remains even more noticeable than before.

He is, above all, a perfectionist. Gary
Cooper always sees, long after a picture
is finished, how he might have done
better. [l





