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| Why GARY
‘ Stays Popular

i There are more reasons for Cooper’s popularity than you
can shake a stick at. For one thing he never goes around
belittlin’ the other fellow, and he never talks about himself

By KATHARINE HARTLEY
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asked the old man. And now Gary was
really squirming. “I—no, well, yes, sorta.
Well, I—here, I'll introduce you to the
director,” he added in desperation. But
again the actor closed in on him. “Please,
you help me! You get me good part, I
Zive you commission. You could use com-
mission . . . could you? Teil me, how
much money you make? You make much
money? More than me, maybe? You beeg
actor?” he repeated again.

It was really side-splitting . . . to every-
one but Gary, and Gary was suffering. How
to tell this old man who Gary Cooper really
was, and how much money he made, well
—for any one with Gary's modesty it was
an awful ordeal. It went on like this for
five minutes—the old man driving him on
insanely, Gary bashfully refusing to admit
his position in the picture world. It was
the oldtimer who gave in first. Suddenly,
when Gary looked as though he would die
i somebody didn't get him out of this sit-
uation quickly, the actor broke down,
grinned, slapped Gary on the shoulders,
hugged him and shouted, above the laugh-
ter, “You're a great guy, kid!" And in the
next instant Gary was laughing with the
rest of them! Too modest to tell the old
fellow what a big shot he was, too gentle
to thrust the old man aside, too good a sport
to take offense at the joke . . . a triple
revelation of the real Cooper character!

OU see inner glimpses of this charac-

ter most often on location, because there
is always more ribbing going on than in
the studio—more informality, and, of
course, informality is Gary’s long suit; he
feels at home in it. Constant eating is a
part of it; he goes around eating from
morning until night . . . always some fruit

or cookies in his hand, and usually an extra
supply in his pocket. Once after a scene
had been taken, Hathaway discovered that
it would have to be taken again because
Gary suddenly drew half a chicken, in a
napkin, out of his coat pocket. “Was that
there all the time?” Hathaway wanted to
know. “Because if it was it made a bulge
as big as a crow's nest” Gary grinned
and hung his head. "O.K., boys, lets take
it over’—but it was impossible for Hath-
away to get really angry,

Gary’s informality is also evident in his

S.0.S. calls for Cracker, his_ valet and
stooge. Maybe he wants a heavier coat, or
a cigarette. The Cooper voice echoes

around the boat. Minutes go by. No
Cracker. Gary shrugs. "I can do things
in less time myself, than it takes to wait
for him,” and off he goes to get his own
coat. And when Cracker finally does ap-
pear, it's always the same, “Cracker, you're
fired!”  “O.K., Coop,” is the wnworried
answer.

The affection Cracker feels for Gary i
another revelation of Gary's inner seli.
They say that no man is a hero to his own
valet, but this is not true here. Cracker is
more proud of Gary than Gary is of him-
self, and always includes himself in a “w
when speaking of his tall slim boss . . .
“We're going to make Marco Polo for
Goldwyn when we get through here
I think maybe we'll direct pictures when
we get {hrough acting in them for
zood . .

And 50 it goes—really most amusing and
amazing. Furthermore, it rests on Crack
er's shoulders to keep track of Gary's fame.
Gary never bothers to follow his own pub-
licity, but Cracker does—and once when
Gary was awarded one of the highest hon-

ors ever awarded a star, he would never
have known about it except for his valet-
stooge. That was several years ago when
Norman Rockwell drew a picture of Gary
for_the cover of the Satevepost. It wasn't
until just 2 few months ago that he even
knew about it. There was a stack of old
magazines, prop magazines, on a table on
the set. Thumbing through them Cracker
discovered the old Post with the Cooper
cover, He tore it off, had it framed as a
surprise and presented it to Gary. It re-
poses now in his dressing room . . . the
only reminder of fame i that dressing room
incidentally. The other pictures are all
of_houses, Indians and guns.

We have to admit here that we haven't
pinned Gary uncomfortably in a corner
to make him “give” his slant on a lot of
forced subjects. But it is an informal view
of him that iew people are privileged to
have . . . and as such, it's worth a section
in anyone's memory book. Even second
hand like this. And heres hoping that it
will be a reminder for you, always, of the
real Cooper guy.

FLASH!

It must be wonderful news to Gars and to
his vast following that the picture, M7, Decds
Goes o Town, in which he scored such a big
hit, won the avward as the best film of the year
—as voted upon by the Motion Picture critics
of New York. The picture also was among
the st of the best ten of the vear as vored
upon by hundreds of film editors and eritics
of newspapers and magazines throushout the
Tnited States—sponsored by Film Daily

Gary has fashed fine performances over o
score Of years. But it was as a/r. Deeds, the
small town youth who could piay expertly on
the tuba—and who set out for the city to reap
his inheritance, that he is best remembered.





