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~ GARY’S AFRICAN

ADVENTURES

Gary's
was the bagging of four
lions, the legal limit

crowning  glory

Gary Cooper, home from stalking big game

in far-away Africa, cleans his pet gun before

stowing it away to resume the career that was

temporarily abandoned due to illness brought
on by over-work

The thrilling account of Gary
Cooper’s jungle experiences

The closest call for Gary
was the fierce charge of a
bull rhinocerous

By Eric Ergenbright

Gary Cooper, is back in Hollywood. With him he has
brought more than sixty magnificent trophies to attest
his prowess as a stalker of wild beasts.

When he left the United States, nearly six months ago, he
was on the verge of a nervous breakdown as the result of
overwork and mental strain. He returns a new man. His
health is completely regained and he again shows the dynamic
energy which carried him in record time to the cinema heights.
In one thing he is unchanged—he is still Hollywood’s most
reticent male star. However, he became enthusiastic the other
day when recounting some of his experiences in the heart of
Africa. It is certain that he met with many thrilling adven-
tures.

The hunting party, which included Countess Dentice di
Frasso, formerly Dorothy Taylor of New York, and Mr. and
Mrs. Jerome Preston, traveled three thousand miles up the
Nile from Cairo, crossed the equator at an elevation of four-
teen thousand feet, and established a permanent camp in
Nairobi, the richest hunting ground remaining on the Dark
Continent.

“It is a hunter’s paradise,” Gary declares enthusiastically.

BRONZED and enthusiastic, the African big game hunter,

38

“The nights are bitterly cold in spite of the fact that it is on
the equator. We slept under several blankets during our en-
tire stay. Game of all kinds range over the veldt in such
abundance that it is bewildering. It is open country, permit-
ting long-range shooting. Yet the occasional stretches of tall
veldt grass offer plenty of danger when the hunt is for lion.

“I bagged four lions, the full limit allowed one person.
After each kill I found myself so trembling with excitement
that I could hardly stand. A lion’s charge is a thrill that can
never be forgotten. Usually a wounded cat takes refuge in the
long grass. It is almost impossible to detect it there, for its
dusty coat blends perfectly with the dun-colored vegetation.

“When it finds itself cornered, it will charge in almost every
case, and believe me, it moves with the speed of lightning.
The hunter sees a flash of its tail and a scurry of dust and
knows that he is either going to bag the lion or be bagged
himself within the next few seconds. Experienced hunters
tell me that several sportsman are killed every year by wounded
lions, principally because the average novice is tempted to
fire too soon.”

Gary’s one narrow escape from death was during a
rhinocerous hunt. With several [Continued on page 66]
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companions he was intent on stalking a
large female when the near-tragedy oc-
curred.

E WERE crouching in the long

grass waiting for a chance to get
a shot,” he explains. “Without our
knowing it, a huge bull—we estimated
his horn at thirty inches—was nearby,
down wind from us. He smelled us,
lowered his head and charged.

“Our only salvation was the fact that
rhinos have very poor eyesight, for he
was right on us before we were even
aware that we were in danger. If he
had seen us, instead of charging purely
by scent, he would have trampled on us
and tossed us to death without a doubt.
As it was he missed us only by a hair.
I bagged the female though, but found
to my disappointment that her horn
measured only twelve inches.

“We saw one sight that amazed even
our veteran gun-bearers. One evening,
going quietly along the bed of a dry
stream, we unexpectedly came on a
lioness and saw her devouring one of
her cubs. No one in our party had ever
heard of such a thing happening before,
although the Prestons are experienced
big-game-hunters who spend every
winter in Africa.”

Gary's game-bag includes a wide va-
riety of specimens—cheetahs, cervalcats,
gazelle, dick-dick, hyenas, wild dogs,
water buck, zebra, eland, warthogs, topi,
ant bears, reed buck and road antelopes
—and, of course, his principal prize, the
four lions.

Before entering Africa, Gary toured
leisurely along the Mediterranean Sea,
visiting Anacapri, Sorrento, Amalfi,
Sicily and Corfu. In Rome he was the
house-guest of the Countess di Frasso,
sister of Bertram Taylor of New York,
one of Gary's best friends.

Returning from their African trek,
the party flew by plane from Cairo to
Rome, where Gary again stopped for
several weeks. From there he flew to
Paris, then, after a few days stay, on
to England, where he remained visiting
relatives for a few weeks. Then he
sailed on the Europa for New York and
home.

His parents in Hollywood were con-
siderably worried on several occasions
by his failure to write. In all, Mrs.
Cooper received no more than four
cablegrams from the laconic wanderer.
Each one ended very characteristically
with the words, “will write.” But no
letters were received. As a matter of
fact, Judge Cooper, Gary’s father, ad-
mits that he was not certain of Gary's
whereabouts at any time until he heard
that he had embarked on the Europa
He quotes as a perfect example of
Gary’s efforts at correspondence the
following cable, sent from Nairobi on
the return trip:

“Feeling fine stop cold here and how
stop have bagged game limit stop will
write love Gary”

LTHOUGH Gary refuses any definite
statement, it is probable that his
venture into Africa will result in a suc-
cessful picture of the Trader Horn type.
Part of the expedition’s equipment
(which loaded five big trucks) was a

complete motion picture outfit. Gary
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succeeded in taking enough film to
make a feature length thriller. Even
before he landed in New York the news
leaked out that he had taken several
thousand feet of pictures and the cables
were hot with offers from major
studios.

Among others, Paramount is reported
to be dickering with him on a plan to
add sound effects and dialogue and
release it as a feature similar to Doug
Fairbanks’ Around the World in Eighty
Minutes. To date it is understood that
Gary has not definitely accepted any of
the offers made him.

“I've _had the time of my li‘e,” he
grins. “Now I want to forget all about
Africa and hunting for a while and con-
centrate on re-establishing myself in
pictures. Also, I'm head over heels in
the plans my father and I are making
for the development of six thousand
acres of desert land that we purchased
last year in the Coachella Valley, near
Palm Springs.

“Several oil companies are interested
in drilling on it and the geologists’ re-
ports look very promising. If our oil
dream fizzles out, we hope to divide it
into small_tracts and sell it to date
growers. It's wonderful land that will
grow anything as soon as it can be
irrigated.”
refuses

Gary to discuss his screen
plans very comprehensively, and in
view of his keen interest in his new

land project, Hollywood is wondering if
his African trip is only the prologue to
a longer absence from the screen. It
may well be, according to his most
intimate friends, that Gary will soon
retire and devote all his time to other
activities.

—Fink
June Collyer and Stuart Erwin are candi-
dates for the title of Hollywood’s happiest
married couple. Since June wed “Stu,” she
has preferred home-making to picture work





